Training the Poll Worker: Empowering the Blind Checklist

The following is a list of items to confirm that poll workers are properly trained in the operation of nonvisual access voting technology and to assure that each poll worker is prepared to provide quality assistance to blind voters.

Place a check in each checkbox that precedes a true statement. 

·  The poll worker has been trained how to switch the voting machine to an audio ballot.

·  The poll worker understands that the voting machine provides sufficient instruction for the blind voter and that little or no intervention is required by the poll worker.    

· The poll worker has been instructed in the use of the audio ballot.  The poll worker understands: 

· that the voter can initiate the voting process with little or no assistance.

· how the voter can insert the card or ballot, or other voting device.

· how the keypad or keyboard function.

· how to navigate between the various contests.  

· that the voter can replay the voting instructions.

(  
that the nonvisual access voting technology permits the blind voter to distinguish between contests versus candidates within each contest.

· the voting machine’s notification process which occurs when a particular contest has been under or over voted. 

· the safeguards that the voting machine contains to prevent the voter from unintentionally casting a ballot.

· that during the audio voting process, the voter will receive confirmation each time a voter selects or deselects a candidate. 

· how the audio ballot is verified after all the contests have been voted.

· that the voter can control the pace of  ballot verification (i.e., moving between verifications of each contest or race).

(
that when the ballot is cast, confirmation is audible.  

( 
The poll worker has been instructed how to reset the voting machine if it is abandoned during the voting process.  

· The poll worker has been instructed that measures are in place to maintain the confidentiality of an audio ballot when a paper copy is produced. 

· The poll work has been instructed that the voting machine will automatically switch to a visual ballot after a blind voter has voted in nonvisual accessibility​​​​ mode.

