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Message From State Superintendent Christopher A. Koch 
Today I made the last Honor Roll visit of the year at Jefferson Elementary School in Marion where we recognized 16 
schools from 12 districts in southern Illinois. Last week, we honored 19 schools from eight districts in Itasca.  
 
I want to thank the schools that served as hosts for these 
ceremonies and the local administrators and regional 
superintendents who helped us organize the events. This is one of 
the ways that we can work together to recognize the hard work and 
positive outcomes we see in our districts, and I appreciate 
everyone’s willingness to work with us to recognize these schools, 
their staff and students. 
 
This week both the House and Senate will be in Springfield for 
what will be the final month of session. We have been working 
with members of the General Assembly to provide them with an 
understanding of what the $900 million reduction in education 
funding has meant to our local districts. We want them to 
understand that the cuts being made are reaching the classroom and 
impacting students. In order to drive that point home, local 
interaction is necessary. If you have not yet, please consider 
reaching out to your local legislators and explain to them in plain 
language the decisions that are being made in your district and the 
impact it is having on students. 
 
Finally, congratulations to Michelle Seat from Hoopeston Area High School and Joelle Friesen from University High 
School in Normal. These two seniors were selected as this year’s most promising young scientists and they will 
participate in the 50th year of the National Youth Science Camp, located near the National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory at Green Bank, West Virginia. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
Chris 
 

Upcoming Dates and Deadlines 
Please note this is not a complete list of dates and deadlines. For questions, call the Illinois State Board of 
Education at (866) 262-6663 or (217) 782-4321 or visit the agency’s official website at http://www.isbe.net. 
 
• Promoting Enhanced Physical Education Committee Meeting – April 30 (For more information, go to 

http://www.isbe.net/EPE/html/EPETF.htm.) 
• Sixth annual School Wellness Recognition Conference – May 3 (http://www.isbe.net/nutrition/pdf/wellness-

conf13.pdf) 
• National School Nurse Day – May 8 (http://www.nasn.org/AboutNASN/NationalSchoolNurseDay)  

April 29, 2013 
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• Enhance Physical Education Task Force Meeting – May 15 (For more information, go to 
http://www.isbe.net/EPE/html/EPETF.htm.) 

• Applications for the Exception to the 1.0 Percent Cap due – May 17 
• Physical Education IL Learning Standards Revision Committee – May 31 (For more information, go to 

http://www.isbe.net/EPE/html/EPETF.htm.) 
• Part 20 (Standards for Endorsements in Elementary Education) – Public comment period ends June 3  
• Part 21 (Standards for Endorsements in the Middle Grades) – Public comment period ends June 3 
• Part 25 (Certification) – Public comment period ends June 3 
• Part 26 (Standards for Certification in Early Childhood Education and in Elementary Education) – Public 

comment period ends June 3 
• Part 27 (Standards for Certification in Specific Teaching Fields) – Public comment period ends June 3 
• Part 226 (Special Education) – Public comment period ends June 3 
• Continuation Applications for the Prevention Initiative (0-3) due by June 4 
• Continuation Applications for the Preschool for All (3-5) due by June 4 
• Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive Health Education Advisory Committee  meeting – June 4 

(http://www.isbe.net/spec-ed/html/SHAC.htm)  
• Enhance Physical Education Task Force Meeting – June 14  (For more information, go to 

http://www.isbe.net/EPE/html/EPETF.htm) 
• Alternative Learning Opportunities Program (ALOP) Continuation Application deadline – June 28 

(Applications available at http://www.isbe.net/spec-ed/html/alop.htm)  
• 0-3 Prevention Initiative – Outcomes Questionnaire IWAS data entry deadline – July 1 (IWAS Reporting 

Guide available at http://www.isbe.net/research/htmls/pfa_prev_init.htm) 
• 0-3 Prevention Initiative – Parent Questionnaire IWAS data entry deadline – July 1 (IWAS Reporting Guide 

available at http://www.isbe.net/research/htmls/pfa_prev_init.htm) 
• Student Health Data – Vision system report deadline – July 1 
• Regional Safe Schools End of Year Data reporting deadline – July 31 (User guide for the IWAS reporting 

system, http://www.isbe.net/spec-ed/pdfs/rssp_iwas_user_guide.pdf) 
• Truants’ Alternative and Optional Education Program (TAOEP) reporting deadline – July 31 (User guide 

for the IWAS reporting system, ftp://help.isbe.net/webapps/taoep/pdf/TAOEP.pdf) 
• Enhance Physical Education Task Force Meeting – Aug. 2 (For more information, go to 

http://www.isbe.net/EPE/html/EPETF.htm.)  
• Postmark deadline for waiver applications to be considered by General Assembly in Fall 2013 – Aug. 16 

(see http://www.isbe.net/isbewaivers/default.htm for new public notice requirements for all waiver requests) 
 

Special Education Services 
Webinar and Hearings on Proposed  
Changes to Rules Regarding Class Sizes  
The Illinois State Board of Education will be providing 
four other opportunities for the public to provide 
testimony on proposed changes to rules governing 
Special Education (23 Ill. Adm. Code 226.730) that set 
forth class sizes for both general education classrooms 
and self-contained special education classrooms (see 
http://www.isbe.net/board/meetings/2013/feb/packet.pdf, 
starting on Page 11 of the packet). Three on-site public 
hearings will be held, in addition to a webinar. Specific 
information about each hearing is provided below. 
 
Webinar: A webinar will be held from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. on May 7, 2013. Register for the webinar at 

https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/546720104.  
Space is limited to 1,000 participants. System 
requirements for participating in the webinar include the 
following. 
 

• PC-based attendees: Windows 7, Vista, XP or 
2003 Server; 

• Mac-based attendees: Mac OS X 10.6 or newer; 
or 

• Mobile attendees: iPhone, iPad, Android phone 
or Android tablet.  

 
For those without internet access, a separate special 
education call-in number for “voice only” participation: 
(888) 494-4032, access code 2054427113. A participant 
will not need to use this telephone number if he or she is 
connected to the webinar by computer. 
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On-site hearings 
• Springfield: 6-9 p.m., May 6, 2013, Southeast 

High School Auditorium, 2350 E Ash St. 
• Carbondale: 6-9 p.m., May 8, 2013, SIU – 

Carbondale Student Center, 1255 Lincoln Drive, 
Ballroom C  

• Elgin: 6-9 p.m., May 9, 2013, Elgin Community 
College, 1700 Spartan Drive E 125, Seigle 
Auditorium 
 

New Web-Based Individualized  
Education Program (IEP) System 
The Illinois State Board of Education has developed a 
web-based IEP database system. This database system 
includes easy to use wizards to assist in developing an 
IEP, allows for draft and official forms, and integrates 
with other systems at ISBE, such as the Student 
Information System (SIS), in order to reduce duplicate 
entry of data. The web-based IEP will also be integrated 
with the new personnel and pupil reporting systems, 
which are currently being developed. 
 
The web-based IEP is currently in the pilot phase, but 
will be available to school districts, free of charge, 
beginning with the 2013-2014 school year. For more 
information about the new system and/or to participate in 
the pilot, please see http://www.isbe.net/spec-
ed/html/iep-web.htm. Check back frequently as more 
information will be posted. 
 
In order to assist individuals with general information 
about the new database system, a short training video is at: 
http://www.hbug.k12.il.us/resources/iepoint_web_demo/i
ePointnet_Training_Demo_demo.swf. 

 

Common Core 
Webinar on the 6-12 Math Curriculum  
Model Units Slated for Thursday, May 2 
Join the Illinois State Board of Education from 3-4 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 2, for the webinar “ISBE 6-12 Math 
Common Core Curriculum Model: How Do We Use the 
Units?” Presenters will be Roxanne Filson, Jennie 
Winters and Diane Beedy. 
 
Now that the 6-12 Math Curriculum Model Units have 
been released, what can we do to understand and 
implement them? This webinar will address strategies for 
getting a deeper understanding of the units as well as 
developing assessment tools and instructional tools for 
the units. We will address some of the questions that 
were asked in the April 22 webinar as well. 

 
Space is limited. Reserve your webinar seat now at 
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/245147737. 
After registering you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. This 
webinar will be archived for viewing after May 2. 
 
Windows 7, Vista, XP or 2003 Server System are 
required for PC-based attendees. Mac OS® X 10.6 or 
newer are required for Mac-based attendees. For mobile 
attendees, iPhone, iPad, Android phone or Android tablet 
are required. 
 
Free Presentation Scheduled  
for April 30 in Arlington Heights  
Join fellow educators interested in Common Core 
implementation in their districts, schools, classrooms and 
teacher preparation programs for a presentation by 
national Common Core expert, Sandra Alberti , Ed. D., 
from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday, April 30, in Arlington 
Heights. 
  
A dynamic speaker, Dr. Alberti will provide insight into 
the key instructional shifts all educators should know 
about, top actions educators can take right now to 
implement the standards in their work, and a list of 
ready-to-use resources for classrooms and schools. 
Her presentation will be followed by Susie Morrison, the 
Deputy Superintendent and Chief Education Officer at 
ISBE, who will describe the state's Common Core 
resources and its plan for student assessments. 
 
You will then have the opportunity to ask questions of 
our presenters Dr. Alberti and Deputy Superintendent 
Morrison and our panelists, Dr. Jane Hunt, Clinical 
Assistant Professor at Loyola University Chicago, and 
two Illinois superintendents, Dr. John Correll of Salt 
Creek School District 48 and Dr. Mark Kuzniewski of 
Brookfield-LaGrange Park School District 95, who will 
discuss implementation successes and challenges. 
    
We encourage you to bring a team from your institution. 
The event is free of charge and seating is limited. RSVP at 
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeid
k=a07e75s0886e7dc4233&llr=zzwi9ucab.  
 
Dr. Alberti is also speaking to parents at a free event in 
Oak Park from 7-8 p.m. on Monday, April 29. You can 
learn more about that event and RSVP here:  
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeid
k=a07e777mx7896fff7a5&llr=zzwi9ucab. 
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Common Core State Standards Networking 
Conference This Summer in North Carolina 
The Southern Regional Education Board, as part of its 
annual High Schools That Work Staff Development 
Conference, is offering the Common Core State 
Standards Networking Conference, July 15-17, 2013, in 
Charlotte, N.C.  
 
The conference will showcase the Literacy Design 
Collaborative and Mathematics Design Collaborative, 
instructional tools developed by the Gates Foundation, to 
help teachers meet the new standards. Read more at 
http://www.sreb.org/page/1615/CCSSConference.  
 
In addition, SREB will host the 27th annual HSTW 
Staff Development Conference immediately following 
the CCSS Networking Conference on July 17-20 in 
Charlotte. For more information, visit 
http://www.sreb.org/page/1142/summer_conference.html. 
 

Center for Innovation  
and Improvement 
Informational Sessions on Arts and Foreign 
Language Assistance Grants Program Set 
There will be several informational sessions across the 
state regarding available funding for public schools with 
the Arts and Foreign Language assistance grants program 
(AFL), a joint initiative of the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency and the Illinois State Board of Education.  
 
This program, which began in 2006, is designed to 
assist Illinois public school districts, public university 
laboratory schools, charter schools and area vocational 
schools with the development, maintenance, or 
enhancement of curricular programs in the arts or 
foreign language. Funding is available for up to four 
years, with one year of planning and three years of 
implementation.  
 
The informational sessions are intended to provide details 
on the program, its history, its purpose, the Request for 
Proposals (RFP) process, and stories from AFL grantees. 
There will be question and answer period and time for 
attendees to meet and share ideas with each other. The 
sessions are scheduled in various locations across the 
state. The schedule is as follows:  
 

• Effingham: 3:30-5 p.m. Monday, May 6, City 
Hall, Council Chambers, first floor, 201 E. 

Jefferson Ave., (217) 342-5304, 
http://www.effinghamil.com/  

• Benton: 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday, May 7, Benton 
Public Library District, meeting room, 502 S. 
Main St., (618) 438-7511, 
http://www.benton.lib.il.us/  

• Fairview Heights: 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 8, Fairview Heights Public Library, 
conference room, 10017 Bunkum Road, (618) 
489-2070, http://www.fairviewheightslibrary.org  

• Jacksonville: 3:30-5 p.m. Thursday, May 9, 
Jacksonville Public Library, conference room, 
201 W. College Ave., (217) 243-5435, 
http://www.jaxpl.org/  

• Wilmington: 3:30-5 p.m. Monday, May 13, 
Wilmington Public Library, community room, 
201 S. Kankakee St., (815) 476-2834, 
http://www.wilmingtonlibrary.org/  

• Peoria: 3:30-5 p.m. Tuesday, May 14, Peoria 
Public Library, Lakeview Branch, Lakeview 
room, 1137 W. Lake Ave., (309) 497-2200, 
http://www.peoriapubliclibrary.org/lakeview  

• Silvis: 3:30-5 p.m. Wednesday, May 15, Silvis 
Public Library, back room, 105 Eighth St., (309) 
755-3393, http://silvislibrary.org/  

• Freeport: 3:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. Thursday, May 
16, Freeport Public Library, meeting room B, 
100 E. Douglas St., (815) 233-3000, 
http://www.freeportpubliclibrary.org/  

 
Recommended attendees include arts and foreign 
language educators, department chairs, grants officers, 
curriculum directors, principals, administrators, district 
superintendents and other interested parties. For 
additional information on AFL go to 
http://www.isbe.net/grants/html/arts-fl.htm.   
 
These sessions are open to the public and free. To RSVP 
or for more information, contact Jerome Grand, Arts and 
Foreign Language Program Consultant, 
jerome.grand@illinois.gov, (312) 814-6762. 
 

Funding and Disbursements 
Employer’s TRS Contribution on Federally-
Funded Salary for Summer Activities 
The Teachers Retirement System (TRS) requires 
earnings for summer work to be reported on an accrual 
basis. Earnings for work performed in June 2013 must be 
reported on the 2012-13 TRS Annual Report, even if the 
member isn’t paid for the June work until July or August.  
The 2012-13 TRS and THIS contribution rates apply to 

http://www.sreb.org/page/1615/CCSSConference
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accrued earnings for work performed in June, regardless 
of when the June earnings are paid to the teacher. 
 
Earnings for work performed in July and August 2013 
must be reported on the 2013-14 TRS Annual Report.  
The 2013-14 TRS and THIS contribution rates apply to 
accrued earnings for work performed in July and August, 
regardless of when the July and August earnings are paid 
to the teacher. 
 
Based on several questions from the field regarding what 
federal TRS rate to use for SUMMER salaries, the 
Teachers Retirement System (http://trs.illinois.gov/) has 
instructed LEAs to use the new (revised) employer TRS 
contribution on federally-funded salaries that are 
providing services AFTER the new fiscal year (July 1, 
2013). Below are three scenarios and what federal TRS 
rate to use in each scenario. 
 

1) For federally-funded staff/teachers that have 
completed their assignments By June 30, 2013, 
but being paid in July, August, September, 2013: 
The CURRENT RATE (FY13) applies (28.05 
percent). 

2) For federally-funded staff/teachers ACTUALLY 
providing services in July, August, September 
2013 and being paid in July, August, September, 
2013: The NEW RATE (FY14) applies (35.41 
percent). 

3) FY14 federal grant staff: The NEW RATE 
applies (35.41 percent). 

 
Further questions can be directed to the Teachers 
Retirement System at (888) 877-0890. 
 
2012-13 Final Public School Calendars 
The ability to file the 2012-13 Final Public School 
Calendar will be available May 1, 2013, via IWAS. 
Please complete and transmit the Final Calendar to the 
appropriate Regional Superintendent by the last day of 
school.  
 
REMINDER: The document type Final Calendar must 
be submitted even if the district has submitted a 
document type Amended Calendar previously. A Final 
Public School Calendar must be transmitted and 
approved prior to filing the 2012-13 claims for General 
State Aid, Pupil Transportation and 18-3 Regular 
Education Orphanage. If an Amended Calendar is in 
Draft status, i.e. has not been submitted for RCDT 
Administrator or ROE approval, just leave it in draft 
status and proceed entering the Final calendar. 
 

HELPFUL HINT: The unused proposed emergency 
days (XED) that are coded at the end of the school 
calendar may be removed by correcting the Regular 
School End Date to the last day of actual school activity.  
Once the Regular School End Date has been corrected, 
the calendar codes after that date will be omitted. 
 
If you have questions that are not addressed in the Public 
School Calendar Guidelines, or Final/Proposed Calendar 
Checkpoints you may contact the office of your Regional 
Superintendent or Marj Beck of the Illinois State Board 
of Education at mbeck@isbe.net or (217) 782-5256. 
 
If you encounter technical issues with the Public School 
Calendar in IWAS, please contact the ISBE Call Center 
at (217) 558-3600 during business hours: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
 
2012-13 (FY 14) Pupil Transportation Claim 
Reimbursement System Now Available 
Please be advised that the Pupil Transportation Claim 
Reimbursement System (PTCRS) is now available for 
local education agencies to enter claim data for the 
2012-13 school year. Please refer to the 2012-13 Pupil 
Transportation Reimbursement Claim Instructions, 
which can be accessed at 
http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/pupil_reimburse_instruc
t.pdf for assistance in completing the claim. 
 
Please note the following changes to the instructions for 
2012-13: 

• Page 18, Item #7 Clarified that certain payments 
pertaining to pupil transportation must be paid 
from Fund 40. 

• Page 19, Clarified language regarding bus lease 
payments. 

• Page 20, Added statutory reference Section 10-
22.34(c) regarding sufficient documentation of 
third party contracts for non-instructional 
services.  

• Page 24, Item #7 Added language regarding how 
to report revenue for Pre-K pupils on a regular 
route with other K-12 Pupils. 

• Page 33, Added language regarding “Bus Trust 
or No Interest Lease Agreements.” 
  

Per statute, the Annual Pupil Transportation 
Reimbursement claim is due to the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) on Aug. 15. If you have questions 
regarding PTCRS, please contact Jamie Johnson at 
jjohnson@isbe.net or call (217) 782-5256. 
 

http://trs.illinois.gov/
mailto:mbeck@isbe.net
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Employer Responsibilities – School Bus Driver 
Annual Medical Examination and Certificate 
Please find the following memorandum from the Illinois 
Secretary of State (ISOS) regarding the employer 
responsibilities of the annual medical examinations and 
certificates for all school bus drivers. The memorandum 
can be accessed at http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/bus-
driver-med-req-mm0413.pdf and should be forwarded to 
all district transportation employers as well as 
independent contractors of school bus drivers. 
 
Questions can be directed to ISOS – Safe Ride Division 
at (217)782-7674. 
 

Title Grant Administration 
Sign-Up Under Way for the NCLB  
Technical Assistance Workshop 
ISBE staff from the Title Grant Administration and 
Federal and State Monitoring Divisions invites you to 
attend a one-day NCLB technical assistance workshop 
being offered throughout the state this summer.  
 
The workshop will focus on the NCLB Consolidated 
Application, services to students attending private 
schools, audits, schoolwide and Title I Districts plans in 
Rising Star and related flexibility, allowable use of 
funds/proper grants management and choice and SES 
issues. While the topics for these meetings may seem like 
repeats of years past, the presentations are updated and 
new information will be shared. Space is limited so 
register early.  
 
Additional details are available online at  
http://www.isbe.net/grants/pdf/nclb-workshops-fy14.pdf.  
Register at http://webapps.isbe.net/ISBEConference/. 
 

Legal 
Reminder of Accessibility of Technology  
for Students and Teachers With Disabilities 
Many districts are in the process of purchasing new 
technology or upgrading old systems for use by their 
students and teachers for the purpose of enhancing 
student learning. One recent exciting development is the 
use of tablets and electronic textbooks. While districts are 
free to purchase whatever devices and textbooks that they 
wish for their schools, please remember that technology 
used in the classroom or for school purposes must be 
accessible for students and teachers with disabilities.  
Recently, the Illinois State Board of Education had 

discussions with the National Federation of the Blind 
about certain readers and e-books that are being marketed 
for public school students in grades K-12. If you intend 
to purchase e-books for use by your students, please 
understand that the National Federation of the Blind’s 
research shows that Amazon’s Kindle e-books are not 
accessible to students who are blind. Although e-book 
technology can easily be designed to allow access for 
people who are blind or who have low-vision, the 
National Federation of the Blind reports that Amazon has 
to date, not chosen to make its products accessible in this 
way.  
 
For more information on the National Federation of the 
Blind’s research, go to https://nfb.org/kindle-books. To 
see a side-by-side comparison that shows the various 
functions that certain e-book users cannot access if they 
are blind, click here.  
 
The Illinois State Board of Education recognizes districts 
use readers and e-books to enable students to have access 
to the best learning materials. We hope that in selecting 
the products for purchase that each district will ensure 
that all students have an equal access to benefit from the 
product. We also hope that each district considers its 
obligations under state and federal law to ensure students 
with disabilities have equal access to all educational and 
school-related programs and services. We understand that 
some districts may be using a device to meet the 
individualized needs of a student with a disability even if 
that device is not fully accessible to other students. In 
light of that, we remind all districts that IEP teams must 
consider students’ individualized needs when 
determining what assistive technology devices and 
services, including readers or e-books, to provide to 
students with disabilities.   
 
If you have already subscribed to a program that you 
believe is not fully accessible to students or if you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact Dawn 
Camacho at dcamacho@isbe.net. 
 

Early Childhood 
Continuation Applications for the Prevention 
Initiative (0-3) Grant Now Available on IWAS 
The continuation applications for the Prevention 
Initiative (0-3) grant are now available through IWAS for 
school year 2013-2014 (FY14). 

• All recipients of the FY14 Prevention Initiative 
0-3 grant are required to submit an eGrant. This 
eGrant is due by June 4, 2013. 

http://www.isbe.net/funding/pdf/bus-driver-med-req-mm0413.pdf
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• All children in your FY13 Birth to Three 
classrooms MUST be enrolled in SIS by Oct. 15, 
2013.  
 

The program start date is July 1, or the receipt date of the 
application by ISBE, whichever is later. In order to 
receive a July 1, 2013 start date, applications must be 
submitted to ISBE on or before June 30, 2013.  
 
NOTE: Allocations are preliminary, and payment under 
this grant is subject to passage of a sufficient 
appropriation by the Illinois General Assembly or 
sufficient appropriation by the U.S. Congress for federal 
programs. Obligations of the Illinois State Board of 
Education will cease immediately without further 
obligation should the agency fail to receive sufficient 
state, federal or other funds for this program. 
 
To notify the Early Childhood Division of changes to 
your FY14 grant, or if you have any questions, please 
contact the Early Childhood Division at (217) 524-4835 
or earlychi@isbe.net. 
 
Continuation Applications for the Preschool 
for All (3-5) Grant Now Available on IWAS 
The continuation applications for the Preschool For All 
(3-5) grant are now available through IWAS for school 
year 2013-2014 (FY14). 
 

• All recipients of the FY14 Preschool for All 3-5 
grant are required to submit an eGrant. This 
eGrant is due by June 4, 2013. 

• All children in your FY14 Preschool for All 3-5 
classrooms MUST be enrolled in SIS by Oct. 15, 
2013. 
 

The program start date is July 1, or the receipt date of the 
application by ISBE, whichever is later. In order to 
receive a July 1, 2013, start date, applications must be 
submitted to ISBE on or before June 30, 2013.  
 
NOTE: Allocations are preliminary, and payment under 
this grant is subject to passage of a sufficient 
appropriation by the Illinois General Assembly or 
sufficient appropriation by the U.S. Congress for federal 
programs. Obligations of the Illinois State Board of 
Education will cease immediately without further 
obligation should the agency fail to receive sufficient 
state, federal or other funds for this program. 
 
To notify the Early Childhood Division of changes to 
your FY14 grant, or if you have any questions, please 

contact the Early Childhood Division at (217) 524-4835 
or earlychi@isbe.net. 
 

Nutrition and  
Wellness Programs 
Celebrate School Lunch Superhero Day  
and School Nutrition Employee Week 
Friday, May 3, is School Lunch Superhero Day. The 
School Nutrition Association (www.schoolnutrition.org) 
has partnered with Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author of the 
“Lunch Lady” graphic novel series and children’s books, 
to create the special day, which will be an early kickoff 
for School Nutrition Employee Week, May 6-10. 
 
For more information, including ideas on how students 
and educators can help celebrate School Lunch Superhero 
Day, visit www.schoollunchsuperheroday.com or 
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Blog.aspx?id=18715&blog
id=564.  
 

School Safety 
Sign Up for School Threat Evaluation  
Program Training Coming Up in Springfield 
The Illinois State Police and Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency are sponsoring a free training at the 
University of Illinois Springfield focusing on student 
threat assessment. The training will feature interview 
techniques with students identified as having made 
threats or exhibiting threatening behaviors.  
 
There are two consecutive 1 1/2 day sessions scheduled 
for May 22-23 and May 23-24. Free lodging 
arrangements are available at the UIS dorms and 
breakfast and lunches are provided. The training is 
worth 10 Continuing Professional Development Units 
for educators. For more information about the School 
Threat Evaluation Program (STEP) and to register, visit 
http://www.iema.illinois.gov/iema/training/SchoolSafety
Conf/default.asp. 
 

ISAC  
High Schools Invited to Participate  
in Illinois College Application Month 
The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) will 
host an informational call at 9 a.m. May 7 for high school 
staff interested in participating in Illinois College 
Application Month, October 2013. You can participate 

mailto:earlychi@isbe.net
mailto:earlychi@isbe.net
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/
http://www.schoollunchsuperheroday.com/
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Blog.aspx?id=18715&blogid=564
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Blog.aspx?id=18715&blogid=564
http://www.iema.illinois.gov/iema/training/SchoolSafetyConf/default.asp
http://www.iema.illinois.gov/iema/training/SchoolSafetyConf/default.asp
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by calling (888) 494-4032 (passcode: 9328348594). Last 
year, 33 high schools across Illinois were part of ISAC’s 
inaugural College Application Week campaign.    
 
With College Application Month, Illinois joins 23 other 
states and the District of Columbia in an effort to 
increase the number of first-generation and low-income 
students pursuing a postsecondary credential 
(http://www.acenet.edu/about-ace/special-
initiatives/Pages/ACAC.aspx). The campaign’s intent is 
to encourage students who typically apply to college late 
in the process, or who don’t apply at all, to apply in a 
timely manner. 
 
To register your high school for a 2013 Illinois College 
Application Month event, visit 
www.collegechangeseverything.org/appmonth/. 
 

IDNR 
Registration Open for Workshops  
on Nature and the Environment 
Beetles, raptors, butterflies, hummingbirds, pollinators 
and ecology are just some of the topics that will be 
represented at ENTICE (Environment and Nature 
Training Institute for Conservation Education) 
workshops from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources for the 2013-2014 school year.  
 
Visit https://www.enticeworkshops.com for details and to 
register. ENTICE workshops provide educators with the 
chance to work with experts in the field, take part in 
hands-on activities and receive supplemental resources. 
Continuing Professional Development Units are 
available. 
 

U.S. Department Education 
Financial Aid Train-the-Trainer  
Sessions Scheduled in Chicago 
As part of a national initiative to increase financial aid 
awareness, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) in 
collaboration with City Colleges of Chicago invites your 
organization to participate in Financial Aid Train-the-
Trainer sessions in Chicago, May 20-21. This training 
supports organizations that help – or want to help – 
students prepare to pay for college, including education, 
community and faith-based, parent, advocacy and 
government agencies. 
 
The three upcoming sessions include a Financial Aid 
Roundtable aimed at providing organizational leaders an 

opportunity to discuss with ED officials and share 
resources, information and best practices for building 
financial aid awareness throughout the Chicagoland area.  
The two other sessions will each provide a financial aid 
Train-the-Trainer presentation followed by a 
walkthrough of the federal application known as the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The idea 
is to train organizational representatives so that they can 
provide that same information to their members, thus 
having a multiplier effect. 
 
All events are free, and exact dates, times and locations 
are below. However, space is limited and pre-registration 
is required. If you or other members of your organization 
would like to participate, please register RSVP by email 
to richard.blasen@ed.gov or phone at (312) 730-1547 by 
May 17, 2013.  
 

• Financial Aid Roundtable: 10-11:30 a.m. May 
20 at the Regional Training Facility (RTF), U.S. 
Department of Education, 500 W. Madison St., 
Suite 1565, Chicago. 

• Train the Trainer Workshop: 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
May 20 at the Regional Training Facility (RTF) 
in Chicago. 

• Train the Trainer Workshop: 12:30-2:30 p.m. 
May 21 at the Arturo Velasquez Institute (AVI), 
2800 S. Western, Chicago. 

 

In Brief 
Professional Development 
• A free online training session called “Sudden 

Death: Psychiatric and Suicide Risk Among 
Student Athletes” is scheduled for 8-9:30 p.m. May 
8. It is presented by Well Aware 
(www.wellawaresp.org). Coaches, student service 
personnel and others who work with student athletes 
are invited to attend. To register, visit 
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/279948890. 

• The annual Cook County Department of Public 
Health Update for School Nurses is scheduled for 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on May 10 in Brookfield. CEUs 
and CPDUs will be available pending approval. For 
more information and to register, go to 
http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/events. 

• Registration is available for the 2013 Summer 
School Nurse Emergency Care (SNEC) courses 
scheduled throughout the state in June and July. The 
course is designed to enhance the assessment, 
triaging and treatment skills of the school nurse 
when confronted with the acutely ill or injured 

http://www.acenet.edu/about-ace/special-initiatives/Pages/ACAC.aspx
http://www.acenet.edu/about-ace/special-initiatives/Pages/ACAC.aspx
http://www.collegechangeseverything.org/appmonth/
https://www.enticeworkshops.com/
mailto:richard.blasen@ed.gov
http://www.wellawaresp.org/
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/279948890
http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/events
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student. For more information, including times and 
locations, visit www.luc.edu/sneccourses.  
 

Student Opportunities 
• The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency of 

Region 5 invites Illinois students in grades 3-8 to 
submit a poster in recognition of Asthma Awareness 
Month in May. The deadline for entries is May 10. 
For more information on how to enter the Asthma 
Awareness Month poster contest, visit 
http://www.epa.gov/region5/asthmapostercontest/.  

• The Healthy Lunchtime Challenge invites children 
ages 8-12 and their parent(s) and/or guardian(s) to 
create an original lunch recipe in line with the 
USDA’s MyPlate information. Recipes must be 
submitted by May 12. For more information, visit 
www.recipechallenge.epicurious.com. 

 
Weekly News Clips 

• The Illinois State Board of Education has posted 
highlights from recent education news clips at 
http://www.isbe.net/news/2013/newsclips/130429.ht
m.   
 

Employment Opportunities 
• An External Vacancy List for ISBE is available at 

http://www.isbe.net/hr/Default.htm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.luc.edu/sneccourses
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http://www.recipechallenge.epicurious.com/
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