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On display, you will find a pavilion model, which is an instructor-built, large-scale model of what the students were building. By investigating the model, one can get a good sense of the shape and structure that they are building and can become familiar with each of the components and their names. This model is enlarged to make it easier to feel each of the individual components. It is also used to illustrate the difference between roof surface area and tributary area, along with cardboard cutouts for each of those areas.
When used in the program, the model was placed on a table and a group of one to three students explored the various aspects of the construction with their hands. The model is intended to be sturdy enough to be easily transported, touched, and manipulated without falling apart. You will notice labels in large print and Braille are adhered to at least one of each: rafter, beam, column, and ridge board. The labels allowed students to learn the vocabulary of the structure as they became familiar with its shape.
Take a moment to explore the pavilion model yourself. Do you recognize the structure and its components? Are you able to learn or discover something you didn’t already know in your exploration?
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Student Model
On display, you will find a replica of an actual student-designed “Place of My Own” project. This structure was designed by NFB EQ participant, Gabriel Mendez-Frances and this is what he had to say about the project:
"I think working on the model was the highlight of the entire program as it really let us show how much we learned over the week in Baltimore. I worked on it until it was stable and structurally sound. The skills I learned that week and determination I had to get it done before finding a stopping point, are things I still value to this day."
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Providing students with every tool needed to complete their models completely non-visually and accurately was a major priority of the NFB EQ program. This required the development of some unique and useful tools, including the angle/length jig on display here.
Students needed to cut several identical rafter pieces at specific lengths and angles to build their model roofs. This jig creates a way to make consistent and accurate rafters, using only nonvisual skills. 
The base of the jig is a twelve-inch square, with two adjacent sides marked at one-inch intervals. The jig is used by placing a piece of balsa wood, so that one end of the balsa wood hangs off the jig at the mark corresponding to the appropriate roof height, and the other end hangs off at a mark corresponding to the horizontal distance of a rafter, i.e., half their roof width. Then, the ends of the balsa wood are removed (the ends of the balsa wood that hang over the base of the jig) with a razor saw along the edge of the jig. Some balsa wood pieces, and a dulled razor saw are available to explore.
To help hold the balsa at the correct position on the jig, a fence is attached to the top of the base with screws that are threaded through slots in the base and the jig. The fence can slide around the top of the base to any position or angle, and then can be tightened down with wingnuts on the screws. Once the fence is fixed in position, the balsa wood can be held or clamped against the fence while the cuts are made. 
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