Human Papillomavirus (HPV)
Also known as genital warts

Signs and Symptoms 
· HPV often shows no symptoms and goes away on its own 
· Some types of HPV will cause genital warts, and others may lead to cervical cancer
· If the virus stays in the body, the warts may come back 
How is it spread? 
· By having vaginal, anal, or oral sex without a condom with someone who has HPV
· It can pass to a baby during birth 
Treatment 
· HPV is caused by a virus and is not curable. 
· It is possible to carry the virus and have no symptoms, making treatment unnecessary
· If the virus causes cervical cancer, radiation, chemotherapy and/or surgery may be necessary
· Outbreaks of genital warts can be managed using a variety of topical ointments/creams prescribed by a healthcare provider 
· Larger warts that do not respond to treatment can be removed using non-invasive procedures by a healthcare provider 
Prevention 
· Use condoms or dental dams 
· Limit your sex partners 
· Get the HPV vaccine
· Get regular Pap Tests if you have a cervix, and talk to your healthcare provider about anal pap tests depending on your risk

