Is It Consent? 

DYLAN and ANNA: Dylan wants to have sex, but his wife Anna does not feel like it tonight. Dylan reminds Anna that, since she is newly blind and isn’t working, this is how she can repay him for all he does for her, so she has sex with him.

NINA and CARL: Nina, age 19, met Carl at a training center and has been going out with him for about six months. He has told her several times that he really wants to have sex with her, but only if she wants to. Nina feels unsure but she thinks that she should do what her boyfriend wants. She knows other young women have sex with their boyfriends and is concerned that he might leave her if she doesn’t, although Carl has never threatened to do so. The next time they are intimate, they have sex.

JACOB and GRACE: Jacob and his girlfriend Grace are alone in their room at a state convention. They just left a party in a friend’s hotel room down the hall. Jacob, drunk and slurring his words, lies down on the floor. Grace, who also had a bit to drink, lies down next to him. Feeling uninhibited, she takes the initiative and has oral sex with him. Jacob feels confused and is not sure what to say. He doesn’t remember anything the next day. 


HENRY and MARIA: Henry and Maria have been kissing passionately. When Henry starts to undress Maria, she tries to stop him and says, “No.” Henry thinks she wants more but that she is worried about admitting it. So he keeps trying. After trying to push Henry away and saying “no” for five minutes, she eventually stops struggling and just lies there. Henry goes ahead and has intercourse with her.

AJIT and ANILA: Ajit and Anila have met only a couple of times at chapter meetings. Ajit is a leader in the affiliate and Anila really wants to get more involved. When Ajit asks her out, Anila agrees. They leave the general session at the national convention to go on a date and afterward, Ajit invites Anila to his room to hang out and talk about chapter business. Once there, Ajit invites Anila to sit on his bed and puts his hand on her knee. As they talk about NFB things, he begins to move his hand further up her leg and gently leans Anila back to lay on the bed. He tells her he really likes her and that once they are in a relationship and having sex, he will get her a spot on the affiliate board. Anila has been taught that everything related to sex is shameful. She has heard that it hurts the first time and will make her bleed. She is really scared. She hardly knows Ajit and feels ashamed of the thought of his touching her body, but she is very passionate about the federation and isn’t sure if this is how everyone secures a leadership role, so she lets Ajit have sex with her.



SELAH and JAMES: The last time Selah refused her husband James, he threatened her and beat her badly, giving her a black eye. She doesn’t want to have sex with James today, but he might beat her again, so she doesn’t refuse.

LIN and YANG: Lin’s partner Yang is really pressuring Lin to have sex. Lin doesn’t really want to do it, but Yang paid for them to come to national convention. Thinking it is inevitable, Lin just lets Yang do what Yang wants without saying anything. Lin’s body becomes aroused when being touched by Yang. Lin has an orgasm while being fondled by Yang. 

TIA and HELENA: Tia and Helena are both on the NABS board. They are not officially dating but are very attracted to each other. After a fun night at convention, they agree that they want to have sex. After agreeing to oral but not anal play, they have sex.

GINA and AHMED: Gina is a newly blind single mom. She works in a BEP location for Ahmed and her salary is her family’s main income. One day Ahmed starts touching her and after the shop closes, he pulls her into the storeroom in the back and lifts up her dress. Gina is confused and frightened about losing her job. She starts to resist but when Ahmed says, “What? You don’t like working here?” she gives in.

JULIA and OSCAR: Oscar and Julia are on staff at a blindness training center. Julia has worked there for 15 years, and Oscar just started a few months ago after 12 years at another state center. The staff is a tight-knit group and several folks have made comments about how Oscar and Julia should get together. Oscar is not sure if he really wants to have sex with Julia, but Julia suggested it and he is afraid that his coworker friends will find out and tease him if he says no. He goes ahead.

PETER and LIAM: Peter often buys Liam gifts and other things he needs. Tonight, they went out for dinner and Peter paid. Even though Liam doesn’t feel ready to have sex, he feels that he owes it to Peter. Liam doesn’t refuse Peter’s advances.

VERA and WILLIAM: Vera and William have had sex once before. Tonight, William tells Vera that he has been wanting her all day. Vera would rather just hang out and talk, but she thinks that since they did it once, there is no going back. When William starts to take off his clothes, Vera says nothing to him, and they have sex again.

JORDAN and PHOENIX: One evening Jordan drank a lot. Phoenix finds Jordan lying on the bed, passed out cold. Phoenix takes off Jordan’s clothes and has sex with Jordan. Jordan doesn’t wake up.

JOSE and AUGUSTIN: Jose and Augustin met in line at the bar at the talent show at national convention. They casually hung out during the event and Augustin invited Jose to his room after. Jose accepted the invite and, when there, asked Augustin if he would like to have sex. Augustin said yes and they had sex. 

DEMI and LEVI: Demi and Levi are both participating in a blindness rehabilitation program. Each time Levi completes a task or is successful in class, Demi excitedly hugs him. At first, they’re quick side-hugs, but after a while, Demi moves to two-armed front-facing hugs that last more than a few seconds. Levi was surprised the first time Demi hugged him, since he’s not usually a touchy-feeling kind of person. The next time he completes a task, he knows Demi’s hug is coming so he doesn’t say anything to her, even though he’s not sure how to feel about it. 

JORGE and ALISON: Jorge and Alison are coworkers at a warehouse that employs lots of blind and low-vision individuals. Each day at lunch, Jorge mentions how nice the room smells when Alison walks in; her perfume is subtle but very pleasant for Jorge. The first time Jorge said something, Alison said “thanks, it’s peppermint vanilla” and didn’t think much of it. As time has gone on though, Jorge has made comments each day about how good she smells, how vanilla is his favorite flavor, how he really likes peppermint dessert. Alison usually has her headphones in, so she doesn't hear much of what he says. Her coworker, Ameilia, however, is becoming increasingly uncomfortable. 
PIPER and WHIT: Piper and Whit are roommates at a pre-college summer program. Piper is queer and is excited to have just found out that Whit also identifies as queer. They’re glad to be roommates and are comfortable with each other. Piper has no usable vision whereas Whit has some residual vision. Whit regularly offers to help Piper by “lending her eyes” and Piper appreciates the help, saying that Whit is always “comin’ in clutch” and never lets her down. Near the end of the program, Piper really wants to show Whit how much she appreciates the help but isn’t sure how. On the last night of the program, after Whit has gone to bed, Piper walks over and lays next to Whit, putting her hand on Whit’s thigh. Whit has never been intimate with anyone before, but she likes Piper and is curious what sexual activity might be like. She is also worried about getting caught and isn’t sure if this was how she envisioned her first sexual encounter, but she is worried that if she says no, Piper will feel awkward about making a move and will think that Whit let her down after all. 
