Syphilis

Signs and Symptoms 
· Most people don’t show signs or symptoms 
· Symptoms may show up 10-90 days after having sex 
· Symptoms can include 
· chancres, sores where the bacteria entered (vagina, anus, lips, or mouth) 
· rash on one or more areas of the body (back, hands, and feet) 
· hair loss
· wart-like bumps 
· smooth, white patches inside the mouth or on the tongue
· Symptoms can disappear and come back 
How is it spread? 
· By having vaginal, anal, or oral sex without a condom with someone who has syphilis
· It can pass to a baby during birth 
Treatment 
· Syphilis is caused by bacteria and is curable. 
· It can be effectively treated using penicillin (an antibiotic), usually given as a single injection. You and any sexual partners should finish your prescribed medication before having sex again. 
Prevention 
· Use condoms or dental dams 
· Limit your sex partners 
· Get tested in all the places (vagina, penis, anus, and throat) you have sex 
· Don’t have sex until you and your partner(s) finish treatment 
· If pregnant, seek early prenatal care to prevent health problems for you and your baby
