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Thank you for being here. Together we transform dreams into reality.




The Power of Blind People
[bookmark: _Hlk105655626]It’s time for the world’s largest annual event of the organized blind movement. The convention week offers countless opportunities to learn, connect, and share the lived experiences of blind people through both formal sessions and social gatherings. 
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Inclusivity, Diversity, and Code of Conduct 
Thank you for cultivating an atmosphere of mutual respect where attendees can learn, network, and share with each other. The National Federation of the Blind is committed to diversity, equity, and the free expression of ideas as outlined in our Code of Conduct. We recognize a shared responsibility to create and uphold that atmosphere.
Prohibited behaviors, such as harassment, retaliation, and sexual misconduct, will not be tolerated and may result in removal from the convention and/or other consequences. To report an incident at the convention, call 410-659-9314, extension 2475, or email code@nfb.org. You can submit a formal report using our online form. All formal reports will be investigated per our Code of Conduct.
The full Code of Conduct, resources, and report form are at nfb.org/codeofconduct. 
For support or guidance, connect with our Survivors Group at survivors@nfb.org or call 410-659-9314, extension 2238, during the convention hours listed in this agenda. 
Start Here: Essentials for Your Schedule  
Plan time for the following must-visit areas, available during listed hours.
Check-In: Convention Registration and Packet Pickup
[bookmark: _Hlk198737466][bookmark: x__Hlk198737466]Registration opens at 9:00 a.m. and closes at 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday in the JW Grand Ballroom foyer (level 4) for on-site registration, banquet ticket sales, and packet pickup for online registrants. Beginning on Sunday, registration will move to meeting room 402.
Meet Leaders: Presidential and Host Affiliate Suites
All attendees are welcome to come to the Presidential Suite (room TBD) and the Host Affiliate Suite (room 539) for open conversations and social connections. Appointments to meet directly with President Riccobono may be made at the Presidential Suite. 
Presidential and Host Affiliate Suites Open Hours:
[bookmark: _Hlk167260483]Thursday: 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Friday: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:00 to 8:45 a.m. and noon to 7:00 p.m.
Monday: 7:00 to 8:45 a.m., noon to 1:45 p.m., and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday: 7:00 to 8:45 a.m., noon to 1:45 p.m., and 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 to 8:45 a.m. and noon to 1:45 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk73105921]Visit: Exhibit Hall and Independence Market
The Exhibit Hall is in Griffin Hall (level 2). The Independence Market along with Federation Free Reads is in Salon D of the Lone Star Ballroom (level 3).
Exhibit Hall Open Hours: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783686][bookmark: _Hlk195783638]Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783707]Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· [bookmark: _Hlk195783723][bookmark: _Hlk73105544]Monday: Noon to 1:45 p.m. and 5:00 to 9:00 p.m.
Independence Market and Federation Free Reads Open Hours: 
· Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· Sunday: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
· Monday: Noon to 1:45 p.m.
· Tuesday: Noon to 1:45 p.m. 
Share: Your Voice for Blind Unbound
Stop by the Story Recording Station at room 404 or the Presidential Suite, pick up the phone, and answer one simple question: “What is one thing you want everyone to understand about blind people?” It only takes a few minutes, and your voice will help shape Blind Unbound, our storytelling initiative, to change how people understand blindness through art, media, and technology, including the future National Museum of the Blind People’s Movement.
Attend: Welcome First-time Attendees! 
Rookie Roundup—What to Know 
Join us from 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. on Friday, July 3, in Salons 5 and 6 of the JW Grand Ballroom (level 4). President Riccobono, the Jernigan Fund Committee, and Federation leaders will welcome you and preview the week’s activities. Please encourage all first-timers to attend this session. We cannot wait to welcome you!
Reminders for Your First Convention
· Access the First-Timer’s Guide at nfb.org/convention
· Kenneth Jernigan Convention Scholarship recipients, please visit meeting room 208 on July 4 and 5 between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. Your presence here is important. 
Access and Accommodations
The National Federation of the Blind holds itself to the highest standards of accessibility. Standard convention features include accessible physical spaces, agenda materials in multiple formats, and on-site verbal, nonvisual navigation (also known as talking signs).
Attendee Hub: Mobile App and Web Portal 
The NFB26 Attendee Hub platform is available beginning mid-June via the app for both iOS and Android devices and a web portal for desktop use. All registrants receive an email invitation with links for both the mobile apps and web portal. The Attendee Hub platform allows users to customize a personal agenda, chat with other Attendee Hub convention-goers, and join streamed sessions with the click of a button for those participating virtually. 

Broadcasting and Virtual Experience
The resolutions committee meeting, board meeting, general sessions, and banquet are available via streaming on the Nation’s Blind YouTube channel, NFB-NEWSLINE®, or by asking your Amazon device to “Open Nation’s Blind Skill.” Additionally, the broadcasted sessions and all NFB26 Virtual Experience activities can be accessed via Zoom.
NFB26 Zoom Details
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960 
Zoom One Tap Mobile: US: +13017158592,,99250838960#   
Zoom Meeting ID: 992 5083 8960 
Zoom Dial-in Phone Numbers: 312-626-6799 or 408-638-0968
Closed Captioning
Closed captions will be provided on the Zoom platform, and you may also access the closed captions/transcript through 1CapApp at ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb. 
Assistive Listening Devices (ALD)
FM receivers are available for our hard-of-hearing and Spanish-speaking attendees. Any interested attendee may pick up a receiver at a table in the rear of the JW Grand Ballroom (level 4). A deposit of $40 in cash is required, and exact change is appreciated. The deposit will be returned if the receiver is brought back to the checkout table in good condition by the end of the banquet or within thirty minutes of adjournment of the last convention session the borrower plans to attend. 
Spanish Interpretation 
Broadcasted sessions will have Spanish available through the Zoom platform and via the assistive listening devices. 
Scent-Free Environment
Please refrain from wearing or using excessive fragrances, including perfumes, colognes, and scented personal-care products. Some attendees have allergies to fragrances, the effects of which may be dangerous. Thank you for maintaining a safe, inclusive environment for all.

Relief and Support
The following designated locations are available as needed. 
Guide Dog Relief Areas 
At the JW Marriott, the area is along the hotel’s driveway. Exit through the JW’s lobby doors and turn left. The relief area is at the end of the driveway alcove.
At the Downtown Marriott, the relief area is also along the hotel’s driveway. Exit through the lobby doors and turn left. Follow the exterior wall to its end and turn left again to reach the relief area.
Quiet Room
The Quiet Room is located in meeting room 309 and is a dedicated calm space. Please be mindful to keep conversations to a minimum. While all are welcome, this space is intended for people who may need a moment of rest, including nursing parents, people with sensory sensitivities, or those experiencing migraines. 
[bookmark: _Hlk7768906]Survivor Support
Our Blind Survivors Group provides support and resources for survivors and individuals who have been impacted or harmed by sexual misconduct and other forms of abuse. Contact the group for confidential peer support, to discuss questions/concerns about ongoing safety and support measures, and to access additional resources. Group members will be available throughout the convention, both in person and via phone.  Email survivors@nfb.org or call 410-659-9314, extension 2238, and a member of the Blind Survivors Group will respond to calls within six hours between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. during the week of convention.
Information Desk
Attendees with questions or in need of assistance can visit the Federation information desk outside JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) from Saturday morning through Wednesday or find a convention ambassador stationed throughout the hotel meeting area.
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Friday, July 3 – Seminar Day
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
[bookmark: _Hlk194568262][bookmark: _Hlk193379715]7:15–8:00 a.m. Amateur Radio Group: Emergency Preparedness
Room 403
Discuss convention frequencies, hotel architectural features, and distribution of special FM receivers for our hard-of-hearing and Spanish-speaking attendees.
David Chan, Chair
7:30–8:45 a.m. NOPBC Youth Track: Registration
Salon F (level 3)
Be sure you take a moment to register your youth ages 11-18 for the NOPBC Youth Track. There is no cost to attend.
7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. National Organization of Parents of Blind Children Division Annual Seminar
For more details, visit nopbc.org. Salon F is on level 3. Sponsored by the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children Division (NOPBC). Cassandra McKinney, President
7:30–8:45 a.m. – Registration (Salon F) 
7:30–8:45 a.m. – NOPBC Exhibitor Expo: Check out the latest products and services. (Room 303)
[bookmark: _Hlk196212253]9:00–10:30 a.m. – NOPBC Opening Session: Hear from Federation and NOPBC leaders, including President Riccobono. Families are encouraged to attend together. (Salon F)
10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m. – Concurrent Workshops Group A
Getting Started with Braille Instruction and Braille Code Basics (Salon F)
It’s Not Just Blindness: Strategies for Complex Learners (Room 304)
Transitioning from IEP to College (Room 305)
Meet the IEP Advocates (Room 307)
12:00–1:45 p.m. – NOPBC Exhibitor Expo: Check out the latest products and services. (Room 303)
[bookmark: _Hlk196211321]1:45–3:00 p.m. – Concurrent Workshops Group B
Library Resources (Salon F)
Different Orientation and Mobility (O&M) Techniques (Room 304)
Self-Care, Safe Touching, and Body Awareness (Room 305)
Blind Role Models and Blind Professionals (Room 307)
[bookmark: _Hlk196211440]3:15–4:30 p.m. – Concurrent Workshops Group C
Little Movers, Big World (Salon F)
Skills, Chores, and Getting Outdoors (Room 304)
Creating an Inclusive Home Environment and Practicing Self-Compassion as a Parent (Room 305)
Put Technology to Work for Your Family (Room 307)
[bookmark: _Hlk196211077]7:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. National Blindness Professional Certification Board: 
Twenty-Five Years of Excellence and Empowerment for the Blind
Salon C (level 3)
Join us for twenty-five years of the National Blindness Professional Certification Board and Structured Discovery. Learn updated best practices from Structured Discovery professionals at the only annual conference on Structured Discovery teaching for the blind. Register at nbpcb.org. Registration is $100 before June 15 and $115 afterwards. There will also be in-person registration.
[bookmark: _Hlk195604070]Joni Martinez, Conference Chair, National Blindness Professional Certification Board
8:00–9:00 a.m. Ambassadors Committee
Salons 5 and 6 (level 4)
[bookmark: _Hlk195693122]Volunteer to be a talking sign! If giving directions, answering questions, and welcoming people to convention are activities that appeal to you, come join us. We will use this time to assign times and locations.
Corbb O’Connor and Dan Burke, Co-Chairs


8:00–11:00 a.m. ABLE Accounts: What You Need to Know
Room 205
Join us to learn about ABLE accounts and the ABLE Age Adjustment Act, which expands eligibility to millions more people with disabilities. We’ll cover who qualifies, how ABLE accounts work, and key benefits. A Q&A will follow so attendees can ask questions.
Anna Mallett, Outreach Specialist, Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
8:30 a.m. NFB Camp
Room 211
Preregistration by June 15 is required. After that, it will be on a “space available” basis. For further information, see Resources and Reminders. 
[bookmark: _Hlk196304016]8:30–11:30 a.m. The AI Landscape: ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, and Accessibility
Salons G and H (level 3)
A practical overview of major AI changes affecting blind users, comparing ChatGPT, Claude, and Gemini for strengths, limits, and accessible real-world uses, plus trends and new features reshaping productivity, information access, and everyday tech.
Charles Hiser and Ron Miller, Accessibility Excellence Advocates, and Jonathan Mosen, Executive Director for Accessibility Excellence, National Federation of the Blind
[bookmark: _Hlk195693104]9:00–10:45 a.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Games and Prizes. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. On-Site Registration ($30), Online Registration Packet Pickup, and Banquet Ticket Sales ($90)
[bookmark: _Hlk195174289][bookmark: _Hlk195174964]JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)




[bookmark: _Hlk196987092]9:30–11:30 a.m. NCD 2027 Policy Projects and Town Hall
Salon B (level 3)
The National Council on Disability, the federal agency and advisor to the president, Congress, and federal agencies, will examine issues impacting people with disabilities. Learn about the latest topics NCD selected for 2027 and share your experiences in a town hall.
9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Support-Service-Provider Training
Room 207
Would you like to learn how to empower DeafBlind convention attendees? Join the DeafBlind Division for a facilitated training session on best practices for supporting DeafBlind members in navigating convention.
Rocky Hart, President
10:00–11:00 a.m. Updates from Monarch and More with APH
Rooms 201 and 202
Join us for demonstrations of upcoming products, Monarch version 1.5, and more. See revolutionary tech at work and be the first to hear about the newest product developments and improvements. Bring your questions, enthusiasm, and curiosity!
Greg Stilson, VP of Digital Transformation; Jennifer Wenzel and Michael Dennis, Technology Product Specialists; and Jason Martin, Technical Innovations Product Manager, American Printing House for the Blind
10:00–11:00 a.m. Target: Accessible to All
Rooms 203 and 204
Join members of Target’s digital accessibility team to learn what’s new at the Bullseye. Bring your questions and share your feedback about Target’s digital experiences. This will be an interactive, conversational session.
Steve Decker, Sr. Manager Accessibility, Target


[bookmark: _Hlk196484055]10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Employment Committee Meeting
Room 302
Join the annual meeting of the NFB Employment Committee. Learn about what we’ve been working on for the last year and what's in store for the year ahead. 
Lia Stone, Chair
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. LGBT+: A Mid-Year Review
Room 301
Join the NFB’s LGBT+ group to join in community and discuss current events, relevant civil rights laws, advocacy efforts, and enforcement opportunities for people of all backgrounds. Allies welcome, members centered. 
Sanho Steele-Louchart, Chair
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. EZRE: Receipts Built for Us, By Us
Room 401
Join EZRE founder Alberto Destarac for a live demo of the first app that delivers itemized digital receipts to your phone the moment you pay—no scanning, no asking for help at checkout. Hear it work with VoiceOver and TalkBack. Q&A, hands-on testing, and feedback welcome.
Alberto Destarac, Founder and CTO, and Andrew Gundersen, EZRE
[bookmark: _Hlk196381054]11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Introduction to your National Federation of the Blind Convention and Youth Track Activities. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.





11:00 a.m.–12:45 p.m. Sixth Annual Blind Muslims Group Seminar
Room 403
Diverse in Culture, United in Faith: Our Struggle in Finding Our Space in the Sighted World. Learn about our group and involvement, and for a discussion on the intersection of faith, blindness, diversity, and advocacy. Email: nfbmuslims@gmail.com. Listserv: 
nfb-muslims@nfbnet.org. 
Tasnim Alshuli, Chair
1:00–2:00 p.m. Islamic Friday Prayer
Room 308
The Islamic Friday prayer service will be offered for all Muslims. Non-Muslims are also welcome to attend.
1:00–4:00 p.m. What’s New at HumanWare
Rooms 203 and 204
Join the HumanWare team for an upbeat session! Discover the BrailleNote Evolve—a Windows 11 computer in a compact Braille device powered by KeySoft and NVDA. Explore the latest VictorReader Stream updates, various Braille displays, and the new Meta smart glasses.
Andrew Flattres, Rachel Ramos, and Joel Zimba, HumanWare
1:00–4:00 p.m. Committee for Advancement and Promotion of Braille
Room 504
The committee will discuss Braille-related resources and activities across our organization, developments in the teaching and delivery of Braille, research priorities, Braille-related policy, and strategies for bringing improvements where needed. All are welcome! 
Jennifer Dunnam, Chair


1:00–5:00 p.m. Paws with a Purpose
Room 205
Come fetch the latest in the guide-dog community! Join NAGDU for expert panels, advocacy news, and updates from training schools. Don’t miss out—your voice matters!
· 1:00–2:00 p.m. Registration and Networking
· [bookmark: _Hlk195601541]2:00–5:00 p.m. Seminar
Stacie Gallegos, Paul Sandoval, and Robert Stigile, NAGDU Seminar Planning Committee
1:00–6:00 p.m. Drop-In Art Room
Salon A (level 3)
Free tactile art activities for everyone! Join the Tactile Art Collective and make art with us. Draw, sculpt, color pictures, fold origami, code SVG, build with LEGOs, and solve puzzles. Don’t know how? We are here to teach. Learn about flip-pics, pop-ups, and maps. Come to have fun!
Ann Cunningham, Coordinator
[bookmark: _Hlk195603542]1:00–6:00 p.m. Everyone Plays: Sports & Rec Fair
Salon E (level 3)
Learn how the blind community moves, competes, and dominates in sports and fitness—this is inclusive recreation redefined.
Richie Flores, President, National Federation of the Blind Sports and Recreation Division
1:30–3:30 p.m. NCD 2027 Policy Projects and Town Hall
Salon B (level 3)
The National Council on Disability, federal agency and advisor to the president, Congress, and federal agencies, will examine issues impacting people with disabilities. Learn about the latest topics NCD selected for 2027 and share your experiences in a town hall.
1:30–4:00 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Tactile Art and More. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
1:30–5:00 p.m. Medicare and You: Making the Right Choice
Room 403
Making a decision about the Medicare coverage that is best for you can be difficult. Join us for a discussion about how to make the right choice and how to make a change if your current plan isn’t working for you. Presented by the NFB Seniors Division.
Glenn Crosby, President
2:00–3:00 p.m. Advocating for Access – On-Demand Transit
Room 401
Transit agencies are expanding rideshare partnerships, microtransit, and other 
on-demand services, and accessibility can vary widely. This workshop will explain how several key service decisions can impact service accessibility and effectiveness for people who are blind. 
Ron Brooks, Senior Director, Policy and Partnership, UZURV
2:00–3:30 p.m. Building Technology Confidence
Salons G and H (level 3)
Learn to pick tech that fits your needs and learning style. Use AI for structured exploration, troubleshooting, and step-by-step learning. Build lasting confidence through experimenting, making mistakes, and solving problems instead of avoiding failure.
Charles Hiser and Ron Miller, Accessibility Excellence Advocates, and Jonathan Mosen, Executive Director for Accessibility Excellence, National Federation of the Blind
4:00–5:00 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Career Mentoring Fair. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.




4:00–5:00 p.m. Inside the Next Generation of Be My Eyes
Rooms 201 and 202
Join Be My Eyes for a whirlwind tour of the latest features, redesigns, and tools coming to the platform. Experience live demos of agentic call mode, refreshed mobile and desktop interfaces, and more as we showcase what’s new and what’s next.
Danielle Montour Lane, Community Manager, Be My Eyes
5:00–6:30 p.m. NBPCB Rehab Professionals Mix and Mingle
Brazos (level 2)
Come network and speak with rehab professionals following the NBPCB Rehab Conference. Hear about the newest SD-certified professionals and about job opportunities across the nation. Cash bar and light snacks will be available.
National Blindness Professional Certification Board
[bookmark: _Hlk193457043][bookmark: _Hlk193380644]6:30–9:00 p.m. Technology Exhibitors Showcase
Rooms 203 and 204
Join us to learn about low- to high-tech products, from hardware to software, and more. Hear the latest from our vendors at this session.
Mark Jones, Coordinator
8:00–9:30 p.m. Rookie Roundup
Salons 5 and 6 (level 4)
First-time convention attendees: don’t miss this event! President Riccobono and other Federation leaders, along with members of the Jernigan Fund Committee, will be on hand to welcome you to the convention and preview the week’s activities. 
Pam Allen, Chair and First Vice President, National Federation of the Blind; President, National Federation of the Blind of Louisiana; Director, Louisiana Center for the Blind and Tracy Soforenko, Kenneth Jernigan Fund Committee, Chair; President, National Federation of the Blind of Virginia



8:30–10:30 p.m. Student Networking
Salon E (level 3)
Blind students: kick off your convention right by joining our national student division to mix and mingle. Whether you are new or returning, we can't wait to welcome you!
Lauren Chaya Altman, President
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Saturday, July 4 – Resolutions Day
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
8:30–11:30 a.m. NOPBC Cane Walk
Room 306
Join the Cane Walk to experience cane travel with an instructor. Families are encouraged to attend together. Two sessions may be offered depending on attendance, followed by time for questions and dialogue.
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children (NOPBC)
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. On-Site Registration ($30), Online Registration Packet Pickup, and Banquet Ticket Sales ($90)
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Independence Market and Federation Free Reads
Salon D, Lone Star Ballroom (level 3)
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall 
Griffin Hall (level 2)
9:00–10:00 a.m. The Seeing Eye: Guiding the Way Forward 
Room 205
Explore how a Seeing Eye dog and adaptive technology can support mobility and independence; assess whether a guide dog may be the right fit for you; learn how adaptive technology may complement a guide-dog partnership; identify next steps and questions to consider.   
The Seeing Eye



9:00–11:00 a.m. The Blind Professional Playbook
Salon H (level 3)
You’re hired! Now what? Early careers are full of firsts—first performance review, first time searching for an apartment, first time advocating for yourself at work. We welcome blind early professionals (0–5 years) to connect, learn, and build the playbook no one gave us.  Sponsored by the NFB Employment Committee.
Lia Stone, Chair
9:00–11:00 a.m. Committee on Federation Website Coordination
Room 304
After introductions, the committee will review updates for and changes in Drupal. Discuss the topics and types of training that would benefit our website coordinators. Bring your questions for the group.
Steve Cook, Chair
[bookmark: _Hlk196207382]9:00–11:00 a.m. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee
Salon G (level 3)
Hear of the progress that we, as an organization, are making in the areas of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI). How can we drive DEI efforts across the Federation in fulfillment of our movement’s strategic priorities? Bring your questions, feedback, and concerns to the committee.
Shawn Callaway and Kenia Flores, Co-Chairs
9:00–11:00 a.m. Membership Committee
Room 302
Members represent our most powerful asset. All those who are interested in joining the membership committee to discuss innovative ideas to grow, nurture, and sustain membership in the organized blind movement are welcome.
Denise Avant, Chair

[bookmark: _Hlk195540889]10:00–11:00 a.m. What’s New in Google Accessibility
Salon F (level 3)
This session provides a summary of recent updates to accessibility features across Google products.
Mariah Moon, Praveena Parsiboina, and Nimer Jaber, Google
10:00–11:00 a.m. EZRE: Receipts Built for Us, By Us
Room 401
Join EZRE founder Alberto Destarac for a live demo of the first app that delivers itemized digital receipts to your phone the moment you pay—no scanning, no asking for help at checkout. Hear it work with VoiceOver and TalkBack. Q&A, hands-on testing, and feedback welcome.
Alberto Destarac, Founder and CTO, and Andrew Gundersen, EZRE
10:00–11:00 a.m. TWC Stories
Room 202
Blind Texans want to go to work. Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) is a proven path to get there. But what happens when that’s not true? Do you have a TWC story? If you’ve been let down, if you’ve struggled and want to be heard, if you truly want to go to work, then TWC Stories is the session for you.
Tanner Gers, CEO, AccessAbility Officer
10:00–11:00 a.m. Meet Up with Leader Dogs for the Blind
Room 201
Stop by to meet some guide-dog-mobility instructors from Leader Dogs for the Blind. They are available to answer questions, give demonstrations, and connect.
Leader Dogs for the Blind



[bookmark: _Hlk196484176]10:00–11:00 a.m. Microsoft 365 Copilot: Reimagine Productivity
Salon B (level 3)
Hear how accessibility and AI work across Microsoft 365 Copilot, Narrator, agentic authoring, and image creation to drive productivity for everyone. Presented by blind support engineers at Microsoft.
Matt Philipenko, Commercial Support, and Crystal Jones, Disability Answer Desk, Microsoft 
[bookmark: _Hlk196816902]11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Investing Fundamentals: Understanding Basics
Room 301
Learn the basics of investing: risk, diversification, time horizon, and asset types to 
build confidence, make informed decisions, and align your investments with your 
financial goals.
Timothy Moore, Senior Financial Advisor, AVP, Wells Fargo
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. New Fun, Safety, and Braille Solutions
Room 403
Try out new “Braille Ballz” for Braille play, “Safety Rods” for blind wayfinding and cushioning, “Dance Rods” for beautiful dance connections, “Book Making Kit” for self-publishing, and “Art Rods” for tactile creativity. Make and take home a Braille necklace.
Max Schafer, President, Underdog Educational
11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. JAWS, AI, and the Future of Screen Reading
Rooms 203 and 204
Discover how AI is transforming screen reading and enhancing productivity and independence. Get a look at what’s coming next in JAWS and what using a computer looks like in the future.
Ryan Jones, SVP, Senior Financial Advisor, Global Accessibility Strategy and Advocacy, Vispero

11:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. IEP Advocacy in the Twenty-First Century: How and Why
Room 303
Are you passionate about children learning Braille, technology, and orientation and mobility? Do you want to advocate for age-and-stage appropriate goals? Have you always wondered how to get back on track when things seem hopeless? Join us to discuss all of this and more.
Sanho Steele-Louchart, Esq., Legal Program Coordinator, National Federation of the Blind
11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Unconventional Scavenger Hunt. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
11:15 a.m.–12:45 p.m. NOPBC Parent Leadership Program
Room 310
Interested in starting or growing a parent organization in your affiliate? Bring your lunch and join us for the first of two Parent Leadership Program sessions.
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children (NOPBC)
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Microsoft Copilot & Seeing AI
Salon B (level 3)
Learn the latest from AI thought leaders and blind innovators at Microsoft.   
Jessie Lorenz, Copilot, and Saqib Shaikh, Seeing AI, Microsoft 
12:30–2:30 p.m. NFB-NEWSLINE Coordinators Meeting
Room 205
Join NFB-NEWSLINE® coordinators and contributors to share subscriber stories, discuss requested features, and connect with others supporting NFB-NEWSLINE.
Jack Mendez, NFB-NEWSLINE Program Manager, National Federation of the Blind


1:00 p.m. Resolutions Committee
Salons 5 and 6 (level 4)
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb
Donald Porterfield, Chair
1:00–6:00 p.m. Drop-In Art Room
Salon A (level 3)
Free tactile art activities for everyone! Join the Tactile Art Collective and make art with us. Draw, sculpt, color pictures, fold origami, code SVG, build with LEGOs, and solve puzzles. Don’t know how? We are here to teach. Learn about flip-pics, pop-ups, and maps. Come to have fun!
Ann Cunningham, Coordinator
2:00–3:00 p.m. Android Accessibility Updates
Salon F (level 3)
This session focuses on recent developments within Android designed for the blind and low-vision community.
[bookmark: _Hlk198715724]Nimer Jaber, Kyungjun Lee, Mariah Moon, and Lee Chou, Google
2:00–3:00 p.m. Tell Your Story, Change Minds
Room 403
Stories about the lived experiences of blind people change minds. As part of Blind Unbound, learn techniques to tell stories that make an impact. In this interactive workshop, you’ll practice sharing your story to challenge misconceptions and reshape perceptions of blind people.
Alison Tyler, Museum Project Lead, and Gary Wunder, Blindness Narrative Curator, National Federation of the Blind


2:00–5:00 p.m. Blind Parents Connect
Room 302
It’s essential for parents to connect with other parents. Add blindness to the mix, and getting connected with other blind parents is life changing. Come connect with other blind parents and grow your parent community. Let's learn from each other! 
Lisamaria Martinez, Chair
[bookmark: _Hlk195602402][bookmark: _Hlk196817304][bookmark: _Hlk195257206]3:00–6:00 p.m. Seeking Success Seminar
Salon C (level 3)
Are you a job seeker trying to get your foot in the door? A mid-career professional looking to pivot? Or do you have entrepreneurial aspirations? If you said yes, join us to hear from blind people across industries on how they turned their dreams into reality and how you can too!
Lia Stone, Chair
[bookmark: _Hlk195258346]4:15–5:45 p.m. Twenty-Sixth NABL Mock Trial (Admission $10)
Salon E (level 3)
Federation lawyers oppose each other to enact a case addressing the civil rights of blind people, and the audience serves as the jury. The subject matter is serious, but the courtroom portrayers are very entertaining.
Ronza Othman, President, National Association of Blind Lawyers
[bookmark: _Hlk195605254][bookmark: _Hlk193725882]5:00–6:30 p.m. Aira! Access Is a Human Right
Room 202
Join the Aira team to explore our latest innovations. Discover hands-free visual interpreting with Meta glasses, get involved in training our Project Astra-powered AI, and learn how to access Aira for free. The future of accessibility is here—come be a part of it!
Troy Otillio, CEO, and Everette Bacon, Chief of Blindness Initiatives, Aira


[bookmark: _Hlk195258672]5:00–7:00 p.m. Blind Greek and Masonic Group
Room 305
Are you a member of a national Greek, Masonic, or Eastern Star organization? Help build our relationships with these organizations to ensure inclusion and participation, to engage in awareness activities, and to serve as a resource for the blind considering membership.
Shawn Callaway, Chair
5:00–8:00 p.m. Blind Unbound Story Collection
Room 404
We need your voice. Share your story with Blind Unbound. Refer to the “Start Here: Essentials for Your Schedule” section in the agenda for details.
5:30–7:00 p.m. CASA Committee Meeting
Room 301
Bienvenidos a la reunión abierta de CASA. Construyamos juntos el futuro del liderazgo hispano en la NFB. ¡Te esperamos! Welcome to the CASA Open Meeting. Let's build the future of Hispanic advocacy in the NFB together. Join us!
Aleyda Santos, Chair
6:00–7:00 p.m. Blind and MENA: A Different Type of Brown
Room 304
Members who are American Arab, North African, Middle Eastern, Muslim, and Sikh face unique challenges in post-9/11 America, especially around blindness and access to services. Learn about identity, stereotypes, challenges experienced by, and resources for these individuals.
Ronza Othman, Moderator




6:00–8:00 p.m. First Annual Tactile Art Exhibit: Dark Arts
Salon A (level 3)
We are thrilled to invite all convention attendees to join us in the Tactile Art Room for our first annual tactile art exhibit. This year’s theme is Dark Arts. Drop in during exhibit hours to explore macabre masterpieces, creepy creations, and terrifying tactile treasures!
Lindsay Yazzolino, Coordinator
6:00–9:00 p.m. Legal Office Hours
Room 505
Meet with a disability rights attorney to discuss blindness discrimination concerns. Reservations are required. To reserve your appointment, email legal@nfb.org or call 
410-659-9314, extension 2440, no later than Friday, June 26.
[bookmark: _Hlk195516152]6:00–10:00 p.m. Student Division Business Meeting
Rooms 203 and 204
All are welcome to join our lively division as we dive into all things blind students! Registration begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by programming at 7:00 p.m. Only members who have completed our membership process before June 30 will be eligible to participate in elections.
Lauren Chaya Altman, President
6:30–8:30 p.m. Ask an Archivist Office Hours
Room 302
Do you manage your chapter or affiliate’s records? Do you have historic items you want to donate? Do you want to discuss archival preservation methods? This drop-in event allows you to ask NFB Archives staff questions about how to best document, preserve, and store our history.
Nichole Chrissis, Archivist, National Federation of the Blind


[bookmark: _Hlk195605579]7:00–8:00 p.m. Blindness in AAPI Communities
Room 303
Join us to explore the intersection of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) identity and blindness. Discuss unique challenges faced by our community, gain insights, celebrate diverse experiences, foster inclusive communities, and explore pathways to empowerment.
Shannon Cantan, Moderator
7:00–9:00 p.m. Advancing Our Advocacy: Legislative Meetup
Room 205
An opportunity for members interested in advocating for the rights of the nation’s blind to interact with our government affairs group and exchange strategies to advance our legislative priorities at the local, state, and federal levels.
Jesse Shirek, Justin Young, and Kyle Walls, Government Affairs, National Federation 
of the Blind
[bookmark: _Hlk196208200]
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Sunday, July 5 - Board Meeting Day
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
7:00–8:00 a.m. Roman Catholic Mass
Salon F (level 3)
Contact Louis Maher (713-444-7838 or ljmaher03@outlook.com) if you have questions.
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. On-Site Registration ($30), Online Registration Packet Pickup, 
and Banquet Ticket Sales ($90)
Room 402
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Independence Market and Federation Free Reads
Salon D, Lone Star Ballroom (level 3)
9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall 
Griffin Hall (level 2)
9:00–11:30 a.m. NFB Board Meeting
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb
11:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)
12:00–1:00 p.m. NFB-NEWSLINE Subscriber Credential Help Desk
Room 304
Stop by for help retrieving your NFB-NEWSLINE credentials, asking brief questions, or learning more about the service and its available features.


12:30–5:00 p.m. NFB in Computer Science
Salon A (level 3)
Enhancing nonvisual access to information technology and improving the ability of blind information and computer technology professionals to compete in today’s world. Register at https://web.nfbcal.org/nfbcsreg.html. 
Brian Buhrow, President
12:30–5:00 p.m. DeafBlind Division Annual Meeting
Room 202
Join the DeafBlind Division for information relevant to those with a combined hearing and vision loss, including technology, advocacy, and other topics that are of interest to the DeafBlind community.  
Rocky Hart, President
[bookmark: _Hlk195516760]12:45–4:00 p.m. National Association of Blind Merchants
Rooms 203 and 204
Curiosity drives innovation, creativity, and change. We will discuss the changing landscape of business, entrepreneurs, and Randolph-Sheppard.
Nicky Gacos, President 
1:00–4:00 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Exhibit Hall Challenge. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
1:00–4:00 p.m. National Organization of Parents of Blind Children Division Annual Business Meeting
Salon G (level 3)
Attend the NOPBC Annual Meeting and hear from a variety of speakers, including the 2026 Distinguished Educator and other NFB leaders. Door prizes will be available, and elections for the NOPBC Board will be held.
Cassandra McKinney, President
[bookmark: _Hlk193380709][bookmark: _Hlk193458470]1:00–4:00 p.m. National Association of Blind Rehabilitation Professionals 
Salon F (level 3)
Come join your like-minded peers in the rehabilitation field as we gain cutting edge information about the latest in employment trends, blindness skills training, access technology, AI tools, and much more. 
· 1:00–2:00 p.m. Registration and Networking
· 2:00–4:00 p.m. Meeting
Amy Porterfield, President
1:00–4:00 p.m. National Organization of Blind Educators
Room 301
Educators who are blind teach sighted and blind students of all ages, from infants to adults working toward post-graduate degrees. If you are blind and an educator, or are considering a career in education, come join us to share strategies, tips, and tools of the trade. Dues ($10) required for entry. We can only accept cash at the door.
Lara Sowell, President
[bookmark: _Hlk193463654][bookmark: _Hlk195516941]1:00–4:30 p.m. National Association of Blind Lawyers Annual Meeting
Salon H (level 3)
Examine challenges and opportunities for blind attorneys and law students, learn about legal updates impacting the blind, and share practice tips and technology tools for blind lawyers. Register at www.blindlawyers.net.
Ronza Othman, President
1:00–5:00 p.m. Diabetes Action Network Division 
Room 302
Come learn about blind diabetics who are living independently, successfully managing their diabetes, and advocating for technology that provides equal access and opportunity. Connect with others who have moved beyond fear and embraced the challenges of this disease.
Debbie Wunder, President
1:00–5:00 p.m. Performing Arts and Dance/Movement Workshop
Salon B (level 3)
Join us for our annual business meeting followed by Sensory Beyond Sight, a dance/movement workshop crafted and hosted by DJ Robinson. Renew your membership by July 1 to ensure you can participate in all business at our meeting by visiting 
www.nfb-pad.org. 
Katelyn MacIntyre, President
1:30–5:00 p.m. NFB Seniors Division Meeting
Salon C (level 3)
Registration will open at 1:30 p.m. The program will begin at 2:00 p.m. Dues are $5 and can be paid at the door if you haven’t paid before the convention.
Glenn Crosby, President
[bookmark: _Hlk196208604][bookmark: _Hlk194387368][bookmark: _Hlk193459194]2:00–4:00 p.m. Professionals in Blindness Education
Room 303
All professionals serving students from birth through age twenty-one are welcome and encouraged to join our informative and interactive meeting. Come network and collaborate, sharing and learning with colleagues and future educators.
Emily Gibbs, President
2:00–6:00 p.m. National Association of Blind Veterans Division
Room 205
Join us for a meet-and-greet social. Our general meeting will include elections. After the meeting, enjoy light refreshments and a cash bar.
Roy Stinson, President




4:00–8:00 p.m. National Association of Guide Dog Users Annual Business Meeting
Room 201
We invite you to join NAGDU’s annual meeting. We’ll cover advocacy for airline and rideshare travel, share yearly updates, and elect new leadership. Dues: $5 per person. Come get informed and stay connected!
· 4:00–5:00 p.m. Registration and Networking
· 5:00–8:00 p.m. Meeting
Raul Gallegos, President
[bookmark: _Hlk198884825]4:30–6:30 p.m. Braille Book Fair
Salon E (level 3)
Children and their families are invited to browse Braille books looking for a new home. You’ll find a broad array of books from a variety of authors for readers young and old alike. 
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children (NOPBC)
4:30–6:30 p.m. National Association of Blind Lawyers Reception
Brazos (level 2)
Ticketed reception for NABL division members and seminar participants only; to promote networking and fellowship within our membership. Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar are available. 
Ronza Othman, President
[bookmark: _Hlk198715024]5:00–6:00 p.m. NFB in the Kitchen Group
Salon F (level 3)
Sometimes you need a little spark of inspiration to change your cooking routine. As a community of cooking enthusiasts strengthening their confidence, let’s talk food, tools, and cooking trends. Bring your ideas and enthusiasm. Come and taste a few bites from “The Café”! 
Regina Mitchell, Chair

5:00–6:00 p.m. EchoVision Demo and Tutorial
Room 304
Co-designed from the ground up with the blind and low-vision community, EchoVision integrates world-class AI into a lightweight, stylish wearable designed for one thing: empowerment.
Xiaoran Wang, CEO, AGIGA, Inc.
5:00–6:00 p.m. Accessibility Jeopardy
Room 401
By popular demand after its debut at #NFB25, Accessibility Jeopardy is back, better, and funnier than ever. Hosted by A11y Trebek, you won’t want to miss this session full of laughs, friendly competition, and a secret prize for the winner of Final Jeopardy!
Tanner Gers, CEO, AccessAbility Officer
[bookmark: _Hlk196989542]5:00–6:00 p.m. Tell Us How to Fix Self-Service
Room 303
[bookmark: _Hlk193459543]Self-service fails blind users every day. Storm Interface builds accessible kiosk technology, and we want to hear from you. Tell us what’s broken, what’s worked, and what the industry keeps getting wrong. Your experience is the agenda, and your input shapes what we build next.
Nicky Shaw, US Operations Manager, Storm Interface
5:00–7:00 p.m. Assistive Technology Trainers Division
Salon G (level 3)
A space for access tech instructors to connect, talk shop, teach and learn from each other. Join us for panels on multi-line Braille display strategies and structured discovery techniques and why they work. Open forum on topics like using AI, teaching tips, resources, and more!
Brett Boyer, President

[bookmark: _Hlk196213096]5:00–8:00 p.m. Blind Unbound Story Collection
Room 404
We need your voice. Share your story with Blind Unbound. Refer to the “Start Here: Essentials for Your Schedule” section in the agenda for details.
5:30–7:30 p.m. Affiliate Presidents and Treasurers
Salon H (level 3)
All state affiliate presidents and treasurers are asked to attend this session to discuss affiliate finances and other aspects of organization administration with facilitators Valerie Warrington and Bridgid Burke.
5:30–9:00 p.m. National Organization of Blind Black Leaders
Rooms 203 and 204
Come join our division annual business meeting and hear inspirational presentations by Black members from the National Federation of the Blind. 
· 5:30–6:45 p.m.  Registration
· 7:00–9:00 p.m.  Meeting
Shawn Callaway, President
6:00–7:00 p.m. Free Professional Headshots for LinkedIn
Room 401
If you’re looking for work, a great first impression in the hiring process starts on LinkedIn. Come get a perfect headshot of your beautiful smiling face by a professional photographer for your LinkedIn profile. Sponsored by AccessAbility Officer.
[bookmark: _Hlk198886598]6:00–8:00 p.m. DEI Book Club: Disabled Power
Room 207
Join us to learn how Dr. Frederick’s book, Disabled Power, offers a blueprint for reimagining vulnerability and resilience to center people with disabilities in disaster research and emergency response. Disabled Power is available on Bookshare. 
Dr. Angela Frederick and Daphne Mitchell, Moderators
6:00–9:00 p.m. Blind Christians Group
Room 403
Theme: Full Inclusion in Our Church and Community. We will get updates from publishers of accessible Christian materials. Speakers will include Rev. Tom Jones, executive director, Faith Inclusion Network, and Scott MacIntyre, blind American Idol finalist. 
Linda Mentink, Chair
6:00–9:00 p.m. Legal Office Hours
Room 505
Meet with a disability rights attorney to discuss blindness discrimination concerns. Reservations are required. To reserve your appointment, email legal@nfb.org or call 
410-659-9314, extension 2440, no later than Friday, June 26.
6:30–10:00 p.m. Science and Engineering Division
Room 302
6:30 p.m. Registration
7:00 p.m. Meeting
Learn about how to get accessible AI chatbot responses, make benchtop lab tools usable, produce accessible Braille documents using the Equalize Editor, and support broader access to STEM for blind scientists.
John Miller, President
7:00–8:00 p.m. White Cane and Affiliate Finance Committee
Room 301
Come leverage new and innovative fundraising ideas for affiliates, divisions, and chapters.
Everette Bacon, Chair




[bookmark: _Hlk193462009]7:00–9:00 p.m. NFB in Judaism Annual Meeting
Room 305
Please join us as we hear from Rabbi Lauren Tuchman speaking practically about integration and inclusion of blind people in congregational life and beyond. We will also get an update on the latest programs from JBI Library. 
Stewart Prost, Chair
8:00–9:00 p.m. Friends of Recovery Meeting
Room 504
All convention attendees interested in getting or remaining clean and sober are welcome to our confidential meeting. For more information, call 318-548-7895.
8:00–10:00 p.m. National Association of Blind Government Employees
Room 205
Join employees, former employees, retirees, and applicants for employment of federal, state, and local government entities, including pseudo-government entities, as we explore barriers and opportunities related to access, employment, and benefits.
Ronza Othman, President
9:00–12:00 p.m. Southern Strums
Salon E (level 3)
A night of entertainment brought to you by members of the National Federation of the Blind and the Texas affiliate. Tickets are $10. Proceeds benefit Harley’s Wallet, a nonprofit that supports the scholarship program of the NFB of Texas. A cash bar will be available.
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Monday, July 6 – Opening General Session 
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
[bookmark: _Hlk195175628]8:00–8:45 a.m. Devotions
Room 305
8:15–8:45 a.m. On-Site Registration ($30), Online Registration Packet Pickup, and Banquet Ticket Sales ($90)
Room 402
[bookmark: _Hlk195177125]8:15–8:45 a.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)

Opening General Session (9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.)
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Call to Order and Invocation 
President Riccobono gavels the session to order; religious member offers an invocation. 
Presentation of Colors and Pledge of Allegiance
National Association of Blind Veterans, a Division of the National Federation of the Blind
Keep NFB Growing: Welcome from the Texas Federation Family
2026 National Convention Host Committee: The National Federation of the Blind of Texas
Celebration of Freedom: Veterans Recognized
Roy Stinson, President, National Association of Blind Veterans, a Division of the National Federation of the Blind; Goodyear, Arizona

Roll Call of States and Appointment of Nominating Committee
Affiliate announcements of delegate, nominating committee appointment, and future convention plans. 
Reports and Resolutions
President Riccobono delivers important information and convention business as time allows.

12:00–1:00 p.m. Rebooting My Career After Losing Vision at Thirty-Nine
Room 303
I spent thirteen years building video games at EA before losing my vision. I broke sighted habits, adapted, and earned a job at Amazon. This session covers how I retrained for 
high-level jobs and raise the bar on accessibility services.
Aaron Romero, Senior Software Engineer, Amazon Trust Privacy and Accessibility
12:00–2:00 p.m. Advocacy, Empowerment, and Accessible Voting
Room 202
Your chance has arrived, get voting with Democracy Live. Experience the latest accessible voting technologies, learn how to advocate for accessible voting in your community, and connect to share your perspective. Your voice makes a difference.
Jake Koch, Education and Outreach Consultant
12:00–2:00 p.m. Multiline Braille for Active Lives
Room 205
Discover how the Dot Pad X brings multiline Braille to your active life. Learn how to seamlessly connect to iOS, Windows, and notetakers for unparalleled access to books, apps, documents, and more. 
Timothy Hornik, Sales Development Manager, and Dave Williams, Customer Experience Manager, Dot Inc.

12:00–1:45 p.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)
Final opportunity to request a special banquet meal.
12:00–1:45 p.m. Independence Market and Federation Free Reads
Salon D, Lone Star Ballroom (level 3)
12:00–1:45 p.m. Exhibit Hall 
Griffin Hall (level 2)
12:15–1:45 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Resolutions Explained. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
12:15–1:45 p.m. NOPBC Parent Leadership Program 
Room 310
This is the second of two meetings for the Parent Leadership Program. If you are 
interested in starting or growing a parent organization in your affiliate, please join us. 
Bring your lunch.
National Organization of Parents of Blind Children (NOPBC)
[bookmark: _Hlk196209525][bookmark: _Hlk197502436]12:15–1:45 p.m. Louisiana Center for the Blind Open House
Salon C (level 3)
Since 1985, LCB has been a place where blind people build confidence, grow skills, and shape futures. Connect with our vibrant community—students, alumni, instructors, and our team from the Institute on Blindness at Louisiana Tech—and check out the programs that make it all happen!
Pam Allen, Executive Director, and the LCB Crew



[bookmark: _Hlk196492338]1:00–2:00 p.m. Making Amazon Shopping Easier
Salon F (level 3)
Learn about the latest accessibility features that make navigating and shopping on Amazon faster and more intuitive. Discover how AI-powered tools and improved navigation help customers find products and information more efficiently and create a more inclusive shopping experience.
Kiran Kaja, Principal Product Manager, Amazon Worldwide Stores Accessibility
1:15–1:45 p.m. On-Site Registration ($30), Online Registration Packet Pickup, and Final Banquet Ticket Sales ($90)
Room 402

General Session II (2:00–5:00 p.m.) 
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Call to Order
President Riccobono gavels the session to order.
Presidential Report 
Mark Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Build, Lead, and Innovate: Transforming Expectations Through Blind-Centered Solutions
Mike Calvo, CEO and Co-Founder, Pneuma Solutions; Watkinsville, Georgia
Keep Accessibility Advancing: Continuous Innovation Influenced by the Blind
Neil Barnett, Chief Accessibility Officer, Microsoft; Redmond, Washington
Bending the Arc of the Universe Towards Justice: Representing the Organized Blind Movement in the Courts
Jessica Weber, Managing Partner, Brown, Goldstein & Levy; Baltimore, Maryland
Keep Your Hands on the Court: Innovative Nonvisual Access to Professional Sports
Jerred Mace, CEO, One Court Technologies, Inc.; Seattle, Washington
Reports and Resolutions 
President Riccobono delivers important information and convention business as time allows. 

5:00–8:00 p.m. Blind Unbound Story Collection
Room 404
[bookmark: _Hlk195780909]We need your voice. Share your story with Blind Unbound. Refer to the “Start Here: Essentials for Your Schedule” section in the agenda for details.
5:00–9:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall
Griffin Hall (level 2)
Final opportunity to visit the Exhibit Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk198649079][bookmark: _Hlk195259186][bookmark: _Hlk196817600]6:00–7:30 p.m. Colorado Center for the Blind: Life Changing
Salon C (level 3)
Through structured discovery, you will gain belief in yourself. Hear from staff, students, and alumni; their stories will inspire you. Arrive at 6:00 p.m. The program will begin promptly at 6:15 p.m. Challenge yourself and create opportunities.
Julie Deden, Executive Director
6:00–8:00 p.m. Communications Committee
Room 302
Join chapter, affiliate, and division leaders to learn best practices in communications.
We’ll explore the tools available to us through our national office and exchange ideas.
Learn to effectively use communication to build the Federation. Everyone is welcome!
Liz Wisecarver, Chair


6:00–9:00 p.m. Career Fair
Salon E (level 3)
Come meet national and regional employers who are interested in hiring you, including many of our convention sponsors and Texas employers. This is your first step to a great future! Pre-registration is strongly encouraged. Sponsored by the NFB Employment Committee.
Lia Stone, Chair
6:00–10:00 p.m. Adaptive Sports Unleashed: Blind Hockey
Salons G and H (level 3)
Come try blind hockey. Score a goal. Make a save. Feel your body move like never before. This is a full workout disguised as joy. Build fitness, sharpen your reactions, and join a community that has your back. Feel the sport. Find your fire.
Josh Schneider, Member, NFB Sports and Recreation Division
7:00–8:00 p.m. NFB-NEWSLINE Subscriber Credential Help Desk
Room 304
Stop by for help retrieving your NFB-NEWSLINE credentials, asking brief questions, or learning more about the service and its available features.
7:00–8:30 p.m. Blind Survivors Group Workshop
Room 301
Engage in our interactive workshop on building safer spaces for people of all identities and generations. Learn to recognize bullying, abuse, coercion, and trauma impacts while strengthening resilience, boundaries, trust, and support networks in every community.
Christine Grassman, Chair



7:00–10:00 p.m. NOPBC Annual Seminar Workshops
For more details visit nopbc.org. Sponsored by the National Organization of Parents of Blind Children. Cassandra McKinney, President
7:00–8:15 p.m. – Concurrent Workshops Group D
Getting a Fair Evaluation for Your Child with Multiple Disabilities (Room 303)
Panel of Success: Advocating for Your Blind Child (Room 305)
8:45–10:00 p.m. – Concurrent Workshops Group E
Social Skills (Room 303)
Mock IEP (Room 305)
7:00–10:00 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Skills and More. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
7:00–10:00 p.m. Working for Yourself, but Not by Yourself
Room 205
Experience how professional training, systems-based practices, personal development, and superior Nikken Japanese-wellness technologies are revolutionizing professional network marketing. Imagine the joy of working with successful mentors to earn through serving others. 
Mary Ellen Gabias and Paul Gabias, Independent Nikken Wellness Business Consultants
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Tuesday, July 7 – Business General Session 
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
[bookmark: _Hlk195176018]8:00–8:45 a.m. Devotions
Room 305
8:15–8:45 a.m. On-Site Registration ($30) and Online Registration Packet Pickup
Room 402
[bookmark: _Hlk195177551]8:15–8:45 a.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)

General Session III (9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.)
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Call to Order and Invocation 
President Riccobono gavels the session to order; religious member offers an invocation. 
Financial Report
President Riccobono presents the annual financial report, including a discussion of the current financial circumstances. 
Elections
Presentation of nominating committee report and elections for open board positions for the National Federation of the Blind.



Keep Building Connections: The Federation Employment Network by and for the Blind
Moderator: Lia Stone, Chair, NFB Employment Committee; New Brunswick, New Jersey
Panel: 
Audrey T. Farnum, Senior Administrative Law Judge, Oklahoma Tax Commission; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Jenn Han, Nurse Manager, Registered Nurse; Seattle, Washington
J.J. Meddaugh, Owner, A. T. Guys; Kalamazoo, Michigan
Reports and Resolutions
President Riccobono delivers important information and convention business as time allows.  

12:00–1:45 p.m. Banquet Exchange
[bookmark: _Hlk198030446]JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)
12:00–1:45 p.m. Independence Market and Federation Free Reads
Salon D, Lone Star Ballroom (level 3)
Final opportunity to visit the Independence Market.
12:00–1:00 p.m. What If the Screen Reader Never Had to Ask?
Salon F (level 3)
Since 1997, screen readers have all worked the same way: ask the app what’s on screen. We tried something different. Come hear how Amazon built a faster screen reader from scratch, now shipping on select Fire TV devices.
Marc Mulcahy, Principal Software Development Engineer, Amazon Trust Privacy and Accessibility




12:00–2:00 p.m. Ms. Blind Diva Annual Teatime & Queen Time!
Brazos (level 2)
Meet and greet with the title holders of the first pageant for women with vision loss, which started in New Jersey. Learn how you can win cash/door prizes and the ultimate crown. Receive autograph giveaways from our Queens who happen to be blind, low vision, 
and DeafBlind.  
Krystle Allen, President, Eyes Like Mine Inc.
12:00–2:00 p.m. Accessibility Officer Charity Testathon
Room 401
Bring your laptops, see how you stack up against real accessibility testers, win cash prizes, and help a deserving charity get their website accessible at the two-hour AccessAbility Officer Charity Testathon! Who knows, maybe we’ll find our next digital accessibility tester?
AccessAbility Officer
12:15–1:45 p.m. College Board User Study
Room 311
College Board invites blind and low-vision students to join a study on the Bluebook exam app used for SAT and AP exams. Participants will complete sample test tasks using assistive technology and share feedback. Gift card ($100) provided. Registration required: cb.org/NFBStudy.
12:15–1:45 p.m. National Organization of Parents of Blind Children Division Board of Directors Meeting
Room 302
Join the NOPBC Board of Directors as they recap the 2026 NOPBC Seminar and plan for the 2027 event.
Cassandra McKinney, President


12:15–1:45 p.m. NOPBC Youth Track Session (ages 11-18)
Room 306
Accessible Video Games. Refer to the Youth Track agenda for activity details.
1:00–2:00 p.m. Amazon Entertainment Takes It to 11
Salon C (level 3)
Explore Amazon’s latest innovations in entertainment accessibility, including adaptive display, dialogue boost, audio description, and advanced hearing aid connectivity on 
Fire TV. Learn how these features work together to create a more inclusive streaming experience.
Peter Korn, Director of Accessibility, Amazon Devices and Services
1:15–1:45 p.m. On-Site Registration ($30) and Online Registration Packet Pickup
Room 402

General Session IV (2:00–5:00 p.m.) 
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Call to Order 
President Riccobono gavels the session to order.
Keep NLS Strong: Fulfilling America’s Promise to Knowledge and Equality
Jason Broughton, Director, National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled; Washington, District of Columbia
It’s Not Over Until the Blind Secure Equality: 2026 Advocacy Report
John G. Paré Jr., Executive Director for Advocacy and Policy, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland


Jesse Shirek, Director of Advocacy, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Justin Young, Government Affairs Specialist, National Federation of the Blind; 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Sanho Steele-Louchart, Legal Program Coordinator, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Reports and Resolutions 
The Resolutions Committee shares its report, and policy matters are considered. 

[bookmark: _Hlk196988396]5:00–8:00 p.m. Blind Unbound Story Collection
Room 404
We need your voice. Share your story with Blind Unbound. Refer to the “Start Here: Essentials for Your Schedule” section in the agenda for details.
5:15–6:45 p.m. College Board User Study
Room 311
College Board invites blind and low-vision students to join a study on the Bluebook exam app used for SAT and AP exams. Participants will complete sample test tasks using assistive technology and share feedback. Gift card ($100) provided. Registration required: cb.org/NFBStudy.
6:00–7:00 p.m. Ray-Ban Meta: Going Further for BLV
Salon C (level 3)
Ray-Ban Meta glasses have been breaking down barriers for the blind and low-vision community since coming to market. We listened to users and improved features to make our technology more accessible. Come learn what we’ve built this year and get a sneak peek into the future.
Agustya Mehta, Director, Concept Engineering; Fan Zhang, Principal Engineer, Accessibility Innovation; and Jacklyn Doig-Keys, Reality Labs Policy Manager, Meta

6:00–8:00 p.m. Brailled It Documentary Screening
Rooms 203 and 204
Join us for a screening and discussion of the documentary film Brailled It. The film is captured almost entirely by blind and low-vision kids who take control of the cameras at the annual Braille Challenge—a weekend of high-pressure competition and raw coming-of-age moments. 
Conchita Hernandez Legoretta, Impact Producer
6:00–8:00 p.m. DeafBlind Social
Room 201
Join the NFB DeafBlind Division for an informal social event to connect with new friends and colleagues or just to learn more about DeafBlindness. 
Rocky Hart, President
6:00–9:00 p.m. Tiara Tuesday with Ms. Blind Diva Pageant
Brazos (level 2)
Attend a live Tiara Tuesday fireside chat with light bites, door prizes, a mini pageant, 
and meet and greet with 2025 Better Together title holders. Learn how to win up to $1,500 and go from applicant to contestant to title holder. Dress to impress! Email events@eyeslikemine.org to register. 
Krystle Allen, President, Eyes Like Mine Inc
6:00–10:00 p.m. Adaptive Sports Unleashed: Blind Cricket
Salons G and H (level 3)
 Blind cricket is here. Bowl, bat, field. Every muscle works. Sprint, dive, swing—cardio with purpose. Men’s & women’s national teams are forming. Your convention could be your starting line to compete internationally. Walk in curious. Leave as a cultured athlete.
Idahni Barerra, Member, NFB Sports & Recreation Division


6:30–8:00 p.m. Helping Professionals: What You Wish You Knew
Room 302
Join us for a discussion about mental health services from the perspective of the client. Representatives from NFB divisions share feedback on interactions with mental health professionals. Gain insight into how we can better serve members of our Federation community. 
Sarah Patnaude, President, Human Services Division
[bookmark: _Hlk198569505]7:00–8:00 p.m. Blind Professional Journalists Meeting
Room 304
What are the best ways to leverage our skills and knowledge of AI and other tools in a rapidly changing media landscape where print newspapers are no longer the norm. Also, we will have time for everyone to mingle and get acquainted.
Elizabeth Campbell, Chair
8:00–9:00 p.m. Friends of Recovery Meeting
Room 504
All convention attendees interested in getting or remaining clean and sober are welcome to our confidential meeting. For more information, call 318-548-7895.
8:00–11:00 p.m. Twenty-Fourth Annual Showcase of Talent
Salon E (level 3)
Join us for a night of great performances! Whether you take the stage or cheer from the audience, it's always an entertaining evening. Performers $15; early admission $5; 
day-of admission $10. Cash prizes awarded. Email nfbpad@gmail.com with questions or to sign up. 
Katelyn MacIntyre, President, National Federation of the Blind Performing Arts Division
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Wednesday, July 8 - Final General Session and Banquet Day
Any agenda changes made after Braille and print production can be accessed on the NFB26 app or at nfb.org/convention. Changes will be marked with an asterisk (*).
8:00–8:45 a.m. Devotions
Room 305
8:15–8:45 a.m. On-Site Registration ($30) and Online Registration Packet Pickup
Room 402
8:15–8:45 a.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)

General Session V (9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.)
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Call to Order and Invocation
President Riccobono gavels the session to order; religious member offers an invocation.
“I Identify as Blind: A Brazen Celebration of Disability Culture, Identity, and Power”
Lachi, Author of I Identify as Blind, CEO of RAMPD, Recording Academy National Trustee, Producer of a Grammy-nominated Album; New York, New York
Keep Sparking Imagination: Federation Programs to Build the Future
Anil Lewis, Executive Director for Blindness Initiatives, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Mika Baugh, PhD, CSE, Research Fellow, National Federation of the Blind; 
Baltimore, Maryland
Fulfilling America’s Promise to the Blind: Advancing Equality from the United States Congress
The Honorable Greg Casar, United States House of Representatives, Thirty-Fifth Congressional District; Austin, Texas
Keep Elevating Creativity with Accessibility: Blind Wisdom in Marketing
Josh Loebner, Global Head of Inclusive Design, VML; New York, New York
The Nineteenth Annual Dr. Jacob Bolotin Awards
Everette Bacon, Chairperson, Dr. Jacob Bolotin Award Committee, and Second Vice President, National Federation of the Blind; Salt Lake City, Utah 
Reports and Resolutions 
President Riccobono delivers important information and convention business as time allows. 

12:15–1:00 p.m. Banquet Exchange
JW Grand Ballroom Foyer (level 4)
Final opportunity to exchange banquet tickets prior to banquet.
12:15–1:15 p.m. Raffles and Drawings
Room 403
12:15–2:15 p.m. Sports and Recreation Division Meeting
Room 301
Level up with NFB Sports & Rec! Join the squad, drop into the convo, soak up our keynote vibes, and vote in fresh leadership at our annual business meeting.
Richie Flores, President




12:30–1:30 p.m. Holding Uber and Lyft Accountable with Money Damages
Room 401
Rideshare denials violate your civil rights. Learn how blind riders are using small claims court to hold companies accountable without hiring an attorney. We’ll cover filing a claim, preparing for a hearing, documenting violations, and using free resources to pursue damages.
Tim Elder, TRE Legal Practice
1:00–2:00 p.m. Technology Accessibility Listening Session
Room 201
Meet the NFB’s Committee on Accessibility and User Innovation. We want to hear from our members about what really matters to them regarding their use of technology. What is working? What isn’t working? What does it mean when an item of technology is “accessible” to the blind?
Curtis Chong, Chair
1:30–3:00 p.m. Amateur “Ham” Radio Group Meeting
Room 304
Talking with people around the world, responding to emergencies, and tinkering with electronics are just some of the benefits of becoming a licensed ham radio operator. Join us in a discussion about the hobby and plans for a permanent ham radio station at the Jernigan Institute.
David Chan, Chair
1:30–3:30 p.m. Ask an Archivist Office Hours
Room 302
Do you manage your chapter or affiliate's records? Do you have historic items you want to donate? Do you want to discuss archival preservation methods? This drop-in event allows you to ask NFB Archives staff questions about how to best document, preserve, and store our history.
Nichole Chrissis, Archivist, National Federation of the Blind
2:00–3:30 p.m. SSI and SSDI 101: What You Need to Know
Room 204
Ever wonder what the difference is between blind work expenses and impairment-related work expenses? Afraid you might go over the SSDI earnings cliff? Hear from an expert on these programs and have all your questions answered.
Kristina Colcock, Achieving Access, and Jesse Shirek, Director of Advocacy, National Federation of the Blind
2:00–3:30 p.m. Chapter President Q&A
Room 202
Chapter presidents are welcome to join us to ask questions and share ideas they may have specific to carrying out the work of the Federation at the chapter level. 
Denise Avant, Membership Committee Chair, and Danielle McCann, Membership Building Coordinator, National Federation of the Blind

6:30 p.m. Banquet
JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) 
Zoom via Web: nfb-org.zoom.us/j/99250838960
1CapApp Event: ECS.1capapp.com/event/nfb

Invocation
Master of Ceremonies
Pam Allen, Chairperson of the Board, National Federation of the Blind, and President, National Federation of the Blind of Louisiana; Ruston, Louisiana
Introductions and Presentations
Banquet Address
Mark Riccobono, President, National Federation of the Blind; Baltimore, Maryland
Scholarship Awards
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Helpful Convention Resources and Reminders
[bookmark: _Hlk105745820]Information Desk and Ambassadors 
Reminder: The Federation information desk is outside the JW Grand Ballroom (level 4) from Saturday morning through Wednesday for attendees with questions or in need of assistance. 
Additionally, Convention Ambassadors are available to share information, provide directions, and help to resolve any issues that may arise. Ambassadors are typically talking signs stationed throughout the convention hotels and ready to help!
Banquet Tickets and Exchange for Group Seating or Dietary Needs
Before Banquet
To sit with a specific group (family or friends) or to have a specific dietary meal during the banquet, you must visit the banquet ticket exchange with the original, unexchanged banquet ticket(s). Banquet tickets are $90 at registration until 1:45 p.m. on Monday. 
How it works: The banquet ticket exchange, located in the JW Grand Ballroom foyer (level 4), allows you to:
· Reserve seating for yourself or up to ten people by turning in the original ticket(s) and receiving assigned tickets with table numbers.
Request a vegetarian, vegan, gluten-free, kosher, or halal meal by 1:45 p.m. on Monday, July 6. Note that entrée will not contain pork or seafood.
[bookmark: _Hlk105505445]Banquet Ticket Exchange Open Hours:
Sunday: 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday: 8:15 to 8:45 a.m. and noon to 1:45 p.m. (final opportunity to request a special banquet meal)
Tuesday: 8:15 to 8:45 a.m. and noon to 1:45 p.m.
Wednesday: 8:15 to 8:45 a.m. and 12:15 to 1:00 p.m.
At Banquet 
A purchased banquet ticket regardless of exchange is required to enter the ballroom and will be checked at the doors. Attendees who have unexchanged tickets will be seated at available open tables.

Portrait Studio with a Photographer
The portrait studio is located in the JW Grand Ballroom foyer (level 4). Get a personal or small group photo taken. Photos are also stored for official communications of the National Federation of the Blind. We use images in the Braille Monitor, on websites, and to build the movement through authentic representation. We will email photos after convention to those who would like to have them. 
Portrait Studio Open Hours:
[bookmark: _Hlk167261083]Sunday: 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday: 8:00 to 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday: 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.
NFB Camp (Childcare) 
NFB Camp, convention childcare, is available during most of convention programming. Preregistration is required. Send questions to nfbcamp@nfb.org. 
Important Meal Reminders and Late Pickup Fees:
· Morning and afternoon snacks are provided. 
· Parents/guardians must provide lunch each day. 
· Late pickup fee: $10 per fifteen minutes, per child. 
NFB Camp Open Hours:
Friday, July 3: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, July 4: Closed
Sunday, July 5: 8:30 a.m. to noon and 12:45 to 5:30 p.m.
Monday, July 6: 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, July 7: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 8: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 8 (Banquet): 6:30 p.m. to thirty minutes after banquet adjourns. Dinner will be provided for children in camp during banquet.
Announcement Requests
Requests for announcements to be made by President Riccobono during General Sessions must be submitted in Braille.


Divisions, Committees, and Groups 
In addition to state affiliates, members connect, learn, and lead across the National Federation of the Blind through affiliated divisions, committees, and groups.
We invite you to explore these networks by adding some to your schedule during convention and find the spaces where your voice, experience, and energy can help shape the movement. Access contact information at nfb.org/about-us/divisions-committees-and-groups.
Divisions
Divisions of the National Federation of the Blind focus on shared interests, life stages, or career fields, supporting advocacy and leadership development at the national level.
Assistive Technology Trainers: Brett Boyer, President
Black Leaders: Shawn Callaway, President
Computer Science: Brian Buhrow, President
DeafBlind: Rocky Hart, President
Diabetes Action Network: Debbie Wunder, President
Educators: Lara Sowell, President
Government Employees: Ronza Othman, President
Guide Dog Users: Raul Gallegos, President
Human Services: Sarah Patnaude, President
Lawyers: Ronza Othman, President
Merchants: Nicky Gacos, President
Parents of Blind Children: Cassandra McKinney, President
Performing Arts: Katelyn MacIntyre, President
Professionals in Blindness Education: Emily Gibbs, President
Rehabilitation Professionals: Amy Porterfield, President
Science and Engineering: John Miller, President

Seniors: Glenn Crosby, President
Sports and Recreation: Richie Flores, President 
Students: Lauren Altman, President
Veterans: William Stinson, President
Committees
Committees of the National Federation of the Blind are appointed by the President, except for the nominating committee, and guide the organization on key issues and initiatives to build the organization at all levels.
Accessibility and User Innovation for the NFB: Curtis Chong, Chair
Advancement and Promotion of Braille: Jennifer Dunnam, Chair
Advancement of Spanish-Speaking Advocates: Aleyda Santos, Chair
Ambassadors: Dan Burke and Corbb O’Connor, Co-Chairs
Blind Educator of the Year Award: Robin House, Chair
Communications: Liz Wisecarver, Chair
Distinguished Educator of Blind Students Award: Carla McQuillan, Chair
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: Shawn Callaway and Kenia Flores, Co-Chairs
Employment: Lia Stone, Chair
Federation Website Coordination: Steve Cook, Chair
Jacobus tenBroek Award: Pam Allen, Chair
Jacobus tenBroek Library and National Archives Advisory: Nichole Chrissis, Chair
Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Fund: Qualik Ford, Chair
Kenneth Jernigan Fund: Tracy Soforenko, Chair
Membership: Denise Avant, Chair
PAC Plan: Marilyn Green, Chair
Resolutions: Donald Porterfield, Chair

Scholarship: Cayte Mendez, Chair
Shares Unlimited in NFB (SUN): Sandy Halverson, Chair
White Cane and Affiliate Finance: Everette Bacon, Chair
Groups
Groups of the National Federation of the Blind, led by appointed chairs, connect members around specific topic areas to strengthen the resource network of the organization.
Amateur Radio: David Chan, Chair
Blind Christians: Linda Mentink, Chair
Blind Crafters: Tracy Carcione, Chair
Blind Fraternal Greek and Masonic: Shawn Callaway, Chair
Blind Muslims: Tasnim Alshuli, Chair
Blind Parents: Lisamaria Martinez, Chair
Blind Professional Journalists: Elizabeth Campbell, Chair
Blind Survivors: Christine Grassman, Chair
NFB in Judaism: Stewart Prost, Chair
NFB in the Kitchen: Regina Mitchell, Chair
NFB LGBT+: Sanho Steele-Louchart, Chair


Sponsors and Sponsor Ads
Platinum: 
[bookmark: _Hlk198541011]EZRE
Google
Microsoft
SalesForce
Vanda
Vispero
Waymo
Wells Fargo
Gold: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk198541202]Meta
· The Seeing Eye
· Target
Silver: 
· Amazon
· AT&T
· Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP
· CVS Health
· Lyft
· Market Development Group
· Uber
Bronze: 
· ABLE Today
· American Printing House for the Blind
· Be My Eyes
· C&P – Chris Park Technology
· Dot
· HumanWare
· Luminade Inc.
· Spectrum
· Zoox


White Cane: 
AccessAbility Officer
AGIGA, Inc
Aira
American Foundation for the Blind
Computers for the Blind
Democracy Live
En-Vision America
Envision
Gabias Nikken Wellness Network
Ike Smart City
Independence Science
Jackson Walker LLP
Leader Dogs for the Blind
MakeSense Technology
McGraw Hill
National Industries for the Blind
Saavi Services for the Blind
Selvas BLV
Storm Interface
Tesla
The Inspiration Foundation
Underdog Educational
UZURV
VitalSource


Sponsor Ads
Platinum
EZRE
EZRE Accessible receipts. Built by the blind. For the blind. EZRE is a proud Platinum Sponsor of the 2026 National Federation of the Blind National Convention. EZRE is the first receipt app that delivers your itemized receipt to your phone the instant you pay, with no scanning, OCR, or help from anyone to view your finances. Founded by Alberto Destarac, USNA Class of 2023, the first blind graduate of the United States Naval Academy, and built with CTO Andrew Gundersen, whose instant-delivery receipt technology is patent-pending and unique to EZRE. Fully accessible with VoiceOver and TalkBack from day one. Launching at Square, with Toast, Clover, and additional point-of-sale integrations planned for future releases. Coming soon: sign receipts and add tips directly from the EZRE app. This is what receipts should have been all along. Come find us in the Exhibit Hall and ask about our Ambassador Program! https://ezre.app Instagram @ezre.app. Image description: Top logo shows the letters “EZ” followed by the Braille dots for E, Z, R, E, followed by the letters “RE.” At the bottom, EZRE’s logo is displayed: Braille dots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 raised visually in a single cell.
Google
Google Accessibility site. Find resources, documentation, and details about the accessibility features built into our products. Learn how we design for everyone, watch the "What's New in Google Accessibility" video series, and subscribe to our newsletters. Visit: accessibility.google. Google Disability Support. Our dedicated team is here to assist you with accessibility features, product functionalities, and assistive technology. Connect directly with a specialist to get the most out of your Google devices and tools. Connect with us: g.co/disabilitysupport. Images include the Google logo.
Microsoft
Microsoft is a proud sponsor of the 2026 National Federation of the Blind Convention. Microsoft is committed to empowering people with disabilities through accessible technology, expanded skilling and hiring opportunities, and working with others to amplify our collective impact. Microsoft.com/accessibility. Images include the Microsoft logo, and a person using a Braille display with a laptop computer.
Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder (Vanda)
Vanda Pharmaceuticals is dedicated to raising awareness of Non-24-Hour Sleep-Wake Disorder (Non-24) and supporting the blindness community. Non-24 is a rare circadian rhythm disorder affecting up to 70% of people who are totally blind. People living with Non-24 experience excessive daytime sleepiness and nighttime sleeplessness, which leads to impaired social and occupational functioning. This is due to the misalignment between the internal master body clock and the 24-hour day. Come visit us at our booth to learn more about Non-24 and sign up for additional information! Call a health educator toll-free at 1-855-856-2424. 24 hours a day, every day. Visit us online at www.non-24.com. Images include the Non-24 and Vanda Pharmaceuticals logos, and a photo of a blind man using his guide dog.
Salesforce
Salesforce is a proud sponsor of the NFB 2026 Convention. Learn more at salesforce.com/accessibility. Images include the Salesforce logo.
Waymo
Moving forward, together. Waymo is a proud supporter of the National Federation of the Blind. Learn more at Waymo.com. Image includes a woman with a black guide dog getting into a Waymo car.
Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo is proud to sponsor the 2026 NFB National Convention. wellsfargo.com. Images include the Wells Fargo logo.
Gold
Meta
We believe in the potential of people when they have voice and can come together. Meta.com. Images include the Meta logo.
Target
Target for all. Target’s purpose is to help all families discover the joy of everyday life. Whether it’s in our store or shopping online, we believe every blind person has the right to an equal experience. Learn more about Target’s accessibility efforts at target.com/accessibility. We appreciate all feedback, thoughts, and suggestions! Email the Accessibility team at any time using accessibility@target.com. Here are two ways you can explore what Target has to offer: 1. Explore same day services allowing you to customize how you shop all of our products in the manner best fitting your lifestyle. Learn more at https://bit.ly/tgt-same-day 2. Target provides free Aira service to assist you in all Target stores nationwide and while shopping online at Target.com. Learn more at aira.io/target. Are you curious to hear more about Target’s digital accessibility? Have questions about our apps, website, or stores? Join our seminar and meet some of our experiences accessibility consultants as they share our team’s efforts continuing to make Target an accessible shopping experience for all. Images include the Target digital accessibility logo, including two cartoon people and a cartoon dog sitting on the Target bullseye. 
The Seeing Eye
The Seeing Eye is a proud supporter of the 2026 National Federation of the Blind Convention. The Seeing Eye is known for its world-class training program and leadership in guide dog access and mobility. We are committed to exploring integration of adaptive technologies to better serve our students. Is a Seeing Eye dog right for you? Attend our workshop, “Guiding the Way Forward”, stop by our table in the exhibit hall, or visit seeingeye.org/admissions to learn more. Images include the Seeing Eye logo and a black-and-white photograph of a mother carrying an infant in a front-facing baby carrier while enjoying a walk through a park. She is being guided by her yellow Lab Seeing Eye dog.
Silver
Amazon
We’re building a more accessible future. Amazon’s vision is to become Earth’s most customer-centric company. That means making our devices and services accessible to everyone—especially people with disabilities. Attend our session and learn more at amazon.com/accessibility. Images include the Amazon logo in print, Braille, and ASL, and images of people using different Amazon devices.
AT&T
Advancing the future of accessibility. At AT&T, we’re committed to pushing the boundaries of what’s possible. With innovations like AI, 5G, and advanced connectivity, technology is creating more opportunities to help people experience life in new and empowering ways. Att.com/accessibility. Images include the AT&T logo.
Brown, Goldstein, & Levy, LLP
We’re all in. Proud to support the NFB’s mission to advance the rights of blind individuals across the country. Brown, Goldstein, & Levy, let us tell your story. 120 East Baltimore Street, Suite 2500, Baltimore, MD 21202. 1331 Pennsylvania Ave NW, Suite 555 South, Washington, DC 20004. 410-962-1030, browngold.com. Images include the Brown, Goldstein, & Levy logo, and headshots of two-dozen BGL attorneys. 
CVS Health
CVS Health is a proud sponsor of the 2026 National Federation of the Blind National Convention.
Lyft
Going the extra mile. Lyft is a proud partner of the NFB. Images include driver in car with Lyft logo.
Market Development Group, Inc.
Best wishes to the National Federation of the Blind for a successful 2026 National Convention in Austin, Texas. Market Development Group, Inc., a full-service marketing company. John Alahouzos, Executive Vice President. 7220 Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 210, Bethesda, MD 20814, USA. 208-298-8030. www.mdginc.org. 
Bronze
ABLE Today
Learn about ABLE Accounts. A+ ABLE today, www.AbleToday.org. Texas Able, www.TexasAble.org.
American Printing House
Partners in Access. Learn more at APH.org/Meet-Monarch. Images include the HumanWare logo, National Federation of the Blind logo, American Printing House logo, and QR code to the Meet Monarch website, as well as a group of people holding up their Monarch device boxes.
Be My Eyes
Let’s see the world together. Be My Eyes connects blind or low-vision users who want assistance with volunteers and companies across the world, through live video and AI. www.bemyeyes.com. Images include a woman wearing smart glasses and the Be My Eyes logo. A QR code links to download the Be My Eyes app.
C&P – Chris Park Technology
The world’s first magnifier compatible with iPhone, iPad, Chromebook, Microsoft Surface, and other smart devices. You can use the full power of AI technology with the best image quality video magnifier at the same time. New, truly portable i-loview MAX, i-loview 16 and more! Smart plug-and-play—no hassle with software installation. Swivel movement allows you to view a wider area. The Smart Dock for iPhones and smartphones provides optimal positioning for easy control and seamless use of AI features. Check out the new premium designer canes by Mr. Chris Park! C&P, known as Chris Park Technology, develops products for people with vision loss. C&P is a trusted manufacturer of video magnifiers, canes, cameras, and software for American Printing House for the Blind, Optelec, Enhanced Vision, Vispero, HumanWare Europe, National Federation of the Blind, and many organizations worldwide. We are dedicated to working with non-profit projects around the world to empower the blind community. Chrisparktech.com | sales@chrisparkdesign.com. Images include video magnifiers, cameras, smartphone Smart Dock, and a man holding a long white cane. 
Dot Inc
Making The World Accessible Dot by Dot. Dot Pad X. The World’s first tactile information display with up to 10 lines of Braille and tactile graphics in one portable device. Works with JAWS, NVDA, and VoiceOver. No new software to learn. Nemonic Dot Printer. Creates Braille labels on plastic or metal in seconds. Speak or type into the app—put it in your pocket and print anywhere. Visit our booth at the exhibit hall or go to dotincorp.com/en. Images include the Dot Pad X, Nemonic dot printer, and Dot logo.
HumanWare
BrailleNote Evolve. The most powerful Braille computer ever built. Windows 11 Pro – 32 BG RAM – KeySoft+Windows – JAWS & NVDA compatible. One device. No Compromise. Images include BrailleNote Evolve and laptop computer and the HumanWare logo.
Luminade Inc.
Lumin. Accessibility-first AI Voice Assistant for work. “Find documents that Sarah sent me yesterday.” “I’ve found the PDF that Sarah sent you yesterday. Here’s is the summary.” Download on the Apple App store. Luminade.ai. Images include Luminade logo and text message bubbles. 
Spectrum
We are proud to support the NFB National Convention. Charter Communications is enabling accessible tech and empowering the delivery of connectivity for all. Whether it’s text-to-speech, accessibility features in our mobile products, or audio descriptions through the Spectrum Access App, we are committed to innovating for all our customers. Learn more: policy.charter.com. Images include a young blind girl with a white cane and mobile phone sitting on a bench with her mother and the Spectrum logo.
Zoox
It drives. You ride. Official sponsor. Images include the Zoox logo and National Federation of the Blind logo, as well as a picture of a Zoox vehicle.
White Cane
AccessAbility Officer
Want a remote job making $20 an hour? Here’s how the CAT Program works. It’s free for vocational rehab clients. If you get trained and get certified…you’re hired as an accessibility tester! To sign up for the CAT Program, call 518-718-2383. Images include the AccessAbility Officer logo.
AGIGA
AGIGA: EchoVision, the only smart glasses built from the ground up for the blind and low vision community. With cutting-edge AI technology, EchoVision offers real-time audio descriptions, enabling users to hear text read aloud, receive detailed descriptions of their surroundings, access remote assistance, and so much more. Join our booth for a free demo and attend our on-site presentation to learn more. Images include the AGIGA logo and QR code to the AGIGA website.
Computers for the Blind
Computers for the Blind is dedicated to bridging the digital divide for the BVI community by providing affordable refurbished computers, resources, and training. Visit our booth to inquire about getting a laptop, iPad, or training. Or take advantage of our conference discount offer! Win 11 laptop: 250GB SSD, 16GB RAM $150 + Tax ($200 off) computersfortheblind.org | 214-340-6328. Images include a laptop computer on desk with a coffee cup and the Computers for the Blind logo.
Democracy Live
In too many states, voters with disabilities don’t have equal access to voting independently and privately from home. Fortunately, there are new accessible at-home voting technologies now available. The Democracy Live OmniBallot accessible at-home voting system is a fully ADA Section 508, WCAG 2.2AA compliant remote ballot marking solution. The system has been tested to meet the accessibility requirements of over 90 combinations of browsers, operating systems, screen readers, and devices. OmniBallot has been deployed as an accessible absentee tool since 2008, in over 7,000 elections, serving more than 2,500+ jurisdictions, in 36 states and over 180 countries around the world. OmniBallot has been tested and reviewed by members of most every leading disability organization in the nation. For further information, please contact Democracy Live: 855-655-VOTE (8683) Toll Free, Email: info@democracylive.com www.democracylive.com. Images include Democracy Live logo.
En-Vision America
Visit Us! Accessible Medication Labeling. En-Vision America, 1-800-890-1180, envisionamerica.com. Images include a person using the accessible medication labeling, with their phone voiceover reading, “Take two pills.”
Envision
Where innovation meets independence. At Envision’s Vision Rehabilitation Center (EVRC) and Research Institute, we’re reimagining what’s possible for people who are blind or low vision. Through cutting-edge research, personalized rehabilitation services, and nationally recognized expertise, we provide life-changing careers and services that empower individuals to navigate life with confidence and independence. From clinical breakthroughs to daily living and career support, Envision is driving progress at every level of living and engaging as a person who is blind or low vision! Discover more at envisionus.com. Images include the Envision logo, two women looking at a computer screen, and a blind man standing with his white cane.
Gabias Nikken Wellness Network
At Gabias Nikken Wellness Network, we believe that independence includes the freedom to build a meaningful career, create a successful business, and pursue lifelong health and wellness. We are proud to support the National Federation of the Blind and its mission to raise expectations, expand opportunity, and empower blind individuals to live the lives they want. Through mentorship, entrepreneurship, and wellness education, we are committed to helping people create stronger futures; personally, professionally, and financially. Thank you to the Federation community for your leadership, advocacy, and belief in what is possible. Together, we are building opportunity, independence, and wellness for all.
Ike Smart City
Meet Ike - the interactive digital kiosk that connects cities with people. IKE Smart City pioneers smart city technology to improve lives in cities. Images include: a pedestrian uses an IKE digital kiosk to discover, navigate, and access the city and Ike Smart City logo.
Independence Science
Independence Science offers talking laboratory equipment, Pre-ETS STEM courses, public speaking engagements to promote science access, customized classroom STEM experiences, and quality science education research and consultations. Your one stop shop for all things blindness and STEM related, you will be matched with a consultant based on specialty who will make sure we find you the best fit for your needs. With blind specialists in earth biology, chemistry, computer science, earth sciences, forensics, and physics, we have lived experience and are ready to help make sure you have the best experience possible in your class and career. Phone: 866-862-9665 Email: info@independencescience.com. www.independencescience.com.
The Inspiration Foundation
Inspiration Foundation. White Cane Sponsor NFB2026. Empowering potential. Expanding opportunity. Partnering to advance a 10% increase in disability employment—6 million new jobs through fair wages, advancement, and promotions. Inclusion is good for people. Good for business. Good for our future. How we create impact: Tech grants: Investing in training and technology for people who are blind or visually impaired and other disabilities. Inspiration seal: Recognizing and supporting companies that commit to hiring, developing, and promoting people with disabilities. Dining in the Dark and Executive Roundtables: Experiential dinners that drive awareness, spark action, and build more inclusive workplaces and communities. A dual pipeline. Real results. Candidates trained and equipped to join the workforce. Companies and organizations ready and actively hiring people with disabilities. Our goal: Increase disability employment by 10% through meaningful partnerships and measurable impact. Together, we can build a more inclusive future. Learn more, partner with us, or support at InspirationFoundation.org. Visit us at NFB2026 Exhibit Hall. Let’s create opportunity. Change lives. Together. Empowering people. Inspiring companies. Transforming communities. Images include the Inspiration Foundation logo.
Jackson Walker
Jackson Walker proudly supports the National Federation of the Blind National Convention. Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, San Angelo, San Antonio. JW.com.
Leader Dogs for the Blind
Did you know Leader Dogs for the Blind also offers free O&M training? Visit us—LeaderDog.org/programs for more details. Follow the leader on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn. Images include the Leader Dogs for the Blind logo, and a stick figure using a long white cane.
McGraw Hill
McGraw Hill Unlocks the Potential for All Learners. McGraw Hill believes that the best learning materials should be accessible to students of all abilities. We are building an inclusive culture that considers the needs of every learner from the outset, and we are making every effort to ensure that all new educational content and technology follows the WCAG 2.2 level AA guidelines and best practices. To learn more about the McGraw Hill commitment to Accessible Learning visit mheducation.com/about/accessibility. Images include the McGraw Hill logo.
Selvas BLV
Introducing Selvas BLV’s New Smart Braille Tablet: BrailleSense 7 Series. Interactive touch, Google-collaborated Gemini, smart scroll, detachable QWERTY keyboard. iF Design Award 2026. Web: www.selvasblv.com, Phone: 512-837-2000, Email: sales@selvasblv.com. Images include the Selvas BLV logo, and the 32-cell, 40-cell, and 20-cell BrailleSense 7 Series devices.
Storm Interface
Cutting-edge assistive technology for an inclusive self-service experience. Images include the Storm Interface logo and a person using a Storm Interface device.
Tesla
Tesla Robotaxi, download the app, take your ride. Images include a Tesla Robotaxi, and QR code to download the app.
Underdog Educational
Explore creative learning with Underdog Educational. Art Rods: Ultimate creativity tool to make anything. Braille Ballz: Learn Braille faster with fun. Dance Rods: Shape the space and connect. Safety Rods: Connect soft bumpers for Wayfinding. Contact and Orders: Underdog Educational, email: max7@aol.com, 323-666-6723. Web: FunArtRods.com, BrailleBallz.com. Social: FunArtRods on Facebook, @FunArtRods on Instagram. Images include photos of kits.
UZURV
A TNC for everyone. UZURV is a Transportation Network Company (TNC), focused on delivering service that works for everyone. Our service is: Door-to-door, and direct. No need to share your trip or make stops along the way! Provided by drivers who meet rigorous background and safety standards. Designed to ensure accessibility for everyone—including those with guide dogs, those who need door-to-door service, and anyone needing a wheelchair-accessible vehicle. We’re excited to be attending our first NFB Convention. Check out our session “Advocating for On-Demand Transit,” or find us in the Exhibit Hall. Learn more at www.uzurv.com/Ride. 


Navigate the Hotel: Locations and Descriptions 
Find the meeting rooms and common areas in the JW Marriott Austin. Full navigation details and navigation tips available at nfb.org/convention.
Entering the JW Marriott Austin and Front Desk
· Main entrance: JW Marriott Austin, 110 E 2nd Street, Austin, Texas 78701, on 2nd Street between Congress Avenue and Brazos Street
· If you are standing outside the main entrance on E 2nd Street and walk into the hotel, you are traveling north. Therefore, west is to your left, east is to your right, south is behind you (back out to E 2nd Street)
· Upon entering, the hotel desk services to check in are straight back to the far backside of the lobby (north)
· All the escalators are on one side of the hotel (west), and all the elevators are on the opposite side (east)
Lobby and Elevators
· Left side of lobby (west): escalators to levels 2 through 4, concierge, the Corner restaurant, hotel market
· Right side of lobby (east): lobby seating and bar space, far right are Dean’s restaurant and two banks of elevators to all meeting spaces and hotel rooms 
· Right elevator lobby (south) serves lower floors: levels 5 through 24 on the left, garage and levels 1 through 5 on the right
· Left elevator lobby (north) serves levels 25 through 34
Level 2: Exhibit Hall and Meeting Spaces
· The exhibit hall for this event will be on level 2 in Griffin Hall
· All meeting spaces with room numbers that start with 2 will be on level 2
· Starbucks is on level 2 near the escalators
· Brazos meeting room is on the elevator side
Level 3: Breakout Sessions
· Independence Market and the Free Reads tables will be on level 3 in Salon D of the Lone Star Ballroom
· The Lone Star Ballroom is broken into Salons A through F (all letters)
· All meeting spaces with room numbers that start with 3 will be on level 3
Level 4: Registration and General Session
· Main registration for the event will be on level 4
· General session will also be held on level 4 in the JW Grand Ballroom
· The JW Grand Ballroom contains Salons 1 through 8 (all numbers)
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